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FIVE MILLION 
ANONYMOUS TURKS 


The current issue of our contempo- 
rary, The Forum, carries an anonym- 
ous piece entitled “I Was A Jew”. 
Were it not that this article appeared 
in so serious and reputable a magazine 
as The Forum, it would hardly merit 
any comment, since it is a rehash of 
ancient superficialities and the solution 
advanced, both implicitly and explicit- 
ly, can hardly be considered as brand 
new or even untried. The above- 
mentioned article could be studied 
with interest by professional psychiat- 
rists as a complicated case in escape 
mechanisms. But, after all, neither 
this magazine nor The Forum is a psy- 
chiatric journal. 


The story related in ‘I Was A Jew” 
is simple and quite well known. It 
tells of a young Jew, the anonymous 
author of the piece, who suddenly saw 
the light and came to the conclusion 
that there are contradictions inherent 
in the situation of an American Jew. 
He therefore decided that he had at 
last discovered the answer to the ques- 
tion often asked of very small chil- 
dren—whether they like their mothers 
or their fathers best. He decided that 
he is American first and only and de- 
termined to dissociate himself from 
Jews entirely. This task was easier 
for him to accomplish since in his 
case, family entanglements were ideal- 
ly simple and practically non-existent. 
Mr. Anonymous left his city for new 
parts where he laid claim to being of 
Macedonian Turkish extraction. In 
the wilds of Wyoming, people of 
Turkish lineage are not branded or 
discriminated against and, since he 
also shifted to non-Jewish occupations, 
the camouflage was complete. Mr. 
Anonymous is now a 100% American, 
engaged in American types of work 
(just what that means is pretty hard 
to say, unless we accept Mr. Pelley’s 


fascist terminology that all Jews are. 


“cloak and suiters’”). He is happy 
and wishes the same to all other Jews. 

So far, so good. Although we may 
have some slight misgivings about 
some of the motives of Mr. Anonym- 
ous, misgivings which are based on 
some passages in his article, we never- 
theless wish him all the luck. Thus we 
somewhat doubt that it was a longing 
for the flame of pure, undiluted 
Americanism that drove him to take 
this step. You know what Freud said 
about words (or anything else for 
that matter)? They give you away. 
Mr. Anonymous also admits that in 
making the change he escaped some 
unpleasantnesses. But we don’t mind 
that either. This is a free country 
where everyone is entitled to life, 
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liberty and the escape from such un- 
pleasant situations as are inherent in 
the fate of a Jew. What we do ob- 
ject to are some insinuations made 
in the article to justify the conduct of 
the author. After reading it, one al- 
most gets the impression that Mr. 
Anonymous did not only what he 
thought was best for him, but that he 
was also something of a martyr, and 
of course the only person of Jewish 
extraction who is a good American. 
All those allusions to persecution 
which one has to stand when dissociat- 
ing oneself from Jewish life sound 
strange indeed. And then, to further 
strengthen his case, there is the con- 
stant implicit and explicit reiteration 
of the idea that his manner of conduct 
is the only one leading to “real” 
Americanism. 

We will not debate this matter with 
the author. Some time ago we have 
taken the vow not to be provoked into 
apologetic explanations by just anyone 


who chooses, for one reason or an- 
other, to raise the question of whether 
Jews are good Americans or good any- 
thing else. If there is any question in 
our minds, it is directed to the editors 
of The Forum. We know that at this 
time an article dealing with Jews will 
be more eagerly read than one, say, 
about Rumanians or Afgahns. But 
does the article referred to add -any- 
thing of value or interest to the al- 
ways complicated and now sore Jew- 
ish question? Do the editors, or the 
author, consider his experience as a 
plausible solution? Supposing all 
Jews in the United States, about five 
million, followed his example. This 
country would then be confronted 
with a serious problem of assimilating 
into “American types of work’ five 
million ex-Turks—quite a problem 
under present employment conditions. 
And we would end up exactly where 
we started. 


S. K. 





JAD 


Ir | wa 


er 


N AAR BR Ww w 


a a a a a eo ee ee 





JANuARY, 1940 





 —_— 


EDITURIALS OF THE MONTH 








THE END OF ANOTHER PIPE DREAM 


UIETLY AND without notice in the general 
press, the American Committee for the Set- 
tlement of Jews in Biro-Bidjan, Inc., folded up its 
activities and turned over to the Ort organization 
the funds collected ostensibly for the purpose of 
settling non-Russian Jews in Biro-Bidjan. Its un- 
publicized demise was quite in contrast to its noisy 
birth in September, 1935, during the golden pe- 
riod of the “United Frent” which terminated but 
recently with a different united front—that be- 
tween Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union. Nor 
were there any indications in the modest obitu- 
aries of the struggle which had been going on 
amidst the leadership of this group for the dis- 
position of the funds collected. The hardened 
‘innocents’, stirred up by out and out Communist 
stooges, urged the postponement of the final settle- 
ment. The disillusioned former “innocents” de- 
manded immediate liquidation; they won. 


We are calling the attention of our readers to 
this development not only in order to remind 
them of our past scepticism concerning the Biro- 
Bidjan project. It would seem to the average 
mind that with the addition of over a million 
Polish Jews to the population of the Soviet Union, 
most of whom are in urgent need of occupational 
changes, the Biro-Bidjan project might undergo 
a new lease of life, at least among Communist 
and Communist oriented circles. We do not even 
bother to warn our readers about this possibility. 
If there is a moral to be driven home from the 
liquidation of the Ambidjan, and the shelving of 
Biro-Bidjan that moral will be found on the home 
front, in the life of the Jewish community of 
America. For this liquidation marks the begin- 
ning of the end of the period of the United Front 
among the English speaking Jews of this country. 
There was a time when those elements among our 
middle and white-collar classes which liked to call 
themselves “progressive” considered it almost a 
point of moral duty for a “liberal” to flock to 
one of the specifically created transmission belts 
of the Communist Party. Next to the slogan of 
“Fighting Fascism,” the philanthropic approach 
was the ointment which attracted so many sincere 
but misguided individuals. In some quarters, par- 
ticularly the upper middle classes the philanthropic 
appeal of “saving Polish Jews” was the main one. 
Such was the situation in the case of the Ambidjan. 
We therefore greet its self liquidation. The phil- 
anthropic pretense is gone. The pretense of fight- 
ing fascism is on its speedy way out as the Russian- 


German axis is becoming stronger. There is no 
doubt that the Communists are bound to lose the 
few positions which they gained and held in Jewish 
life. The job of clearing the atmosphere of the 
remaining Communist influence, particularly in 
social work and refugee cate, is a more serious 
one. This operation, too, will have to be carried 
out in due time. Democracy and Totalitarianism 
do not mix when the public becomes aware of the 
issues at stake. The stampede of the “innocents” 
testifies voluminously to a wholesome develop- 
ment. 


ZIONISM SPEAKS FOR ENGLISH JEWRY 


ROFESSOR SELIG BRODETSKY, leading 
English Zionist, has been elected president of 
the Jewish Board of Deputies, the “Parliament” 
of British Jewry. Even in ordinary times this 
would have been an important development. At 
the present moment the election of a Zionist to the 
presidency of the Board is of special significance. 
Although the sociological structure of British 
Jewry differs from that of American Jews, there 
are nevertheless many points of similarity. In 
England as well as here there is the problem of a 
“Jewish aristocracy”. The English Jewish aris- 
tocracy is older in point of time and more settled 
and therefore it feels more secure and is less tor- 
mented by various complexes. But the Zionist 
movement in England has its own problems to 
contend with when coming in contact with the 
privileged groups, which are only too often ready 
to sacrifice Jewish interests so as to avoid discom- 
fort for His Majesty’s Government. 


The fact that Professor Brodetsky was elected 
at a time when England is at war with Germany 
may be considered a victory for Zionism over the 
slavish type of loyalty of which the former presi- 
dent of the Board, Neville Laski, was a represent- 
ative. For the Jews in the Allied countries the 
war is a serious trial. Vulgar patriotism dictates 
the subordination of Jewish demands in order not 
to inconvenience the statesmen of those countries, 
and dependence on the sense of justice of those 
governments, even when it is obvious that, so far 
as Jewish demands are concerned, justice will be 
ignored. It is perhaps quite normal for some 
Jewish leaders to behave in this manner, consider- 
ing that “ngland is at war with Hitler. The 
Zionist victory in tne Board of Deputies is-an in- 
dication that the majority of English Jews are de- 
termined not: to -surrender their hoves. as Jews 
even during the present fateful war years. The 
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English government and its allies will hear during 
the coming years not only the logical and natural 
declarations of loyalty from Jews but also the 
voice of the Jewish people whose interests trans- 
cend the mere right to existence. The Jews of 
England and other countries will insist that no re- 
construction of the world is conceivable without 
an earnest attempt at a just solution of the Jewish 
question and that no new order can be established 
on broken promises to small and helpless nations. 


AN UNMOURNED DEPARTURE 


ILLIAM Z. FOSTER, president of the 

Communist party of the United States, has 
absolved his followers from participating in the 
boycott on German goods. This has created quite 
a dilemma for the Jewish members of that party, 
the self-appointed “best sons of the Jewish 
people”. Not that the Jewish members of the 
Communist Party are inwardly troubled by this 
latest shift in tactics. Communists are never in- 
wardly troubled by anything their leaders tell 
them to do. They would not be Communists if 
they were susceptible to such tender bourgeois 
misgivings. The dilemma is merely a propagan- 
distic one—how to explain this latest dictum and 
remain “‘best sons’ at the same time. So they 
hem and haw, deny one thing one day and confirm 
it the next. 


Mr. Foster’s logic is as follows: Germany, like 
England and France, is engaged in an imperialist 
war. Since good Communists must not be partial 
to one set of imperialists’ as against another, it 
would be unfair to single out Germany for boycott 
of its goods. To impose a boycott on all imper- 
ialist countries would only lead to another dilem- 
ma. All countries—with the exception of the 
Soviet Union—are imperialist, obviously. Good 
Communists would then be forced to “buy Amer- 
ican” only, which sounds too much like Mr. 
Hearst’s slogan, or live on Russian caviar and 
borscht solely, because the United States too are 
an imperialist country. 


But Mr. Foster seems to have forgotten one 
little thing, that the boycott of Nazi goods was in- 
troduced not because Germany was an imperialist 
country, but because the Nazi regime ruthlessly 
persecuted racial, political and religious minorities 
within its borders. When the Communist party 
rather late in the day jumped on the bandwagon 
of the boycott in an attempt to win the sympathy 
of some potential membership timber, it knew 
very well why the boycott was instituted. , Their 
boycott literature is:ample proof of that... Why 
then this sudden impartiality.2 The answer is ob- 
vious. Since the Soviet-Nazi pact, their attitude 
toward Germany has changed. Countless ex- 
amples of definite partiality toward Germany are 
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on the record. The abandonment of the boycott 
is merely the latest step in this direction. 

We do not regret the Communist step. The 
boycott movement of Jews and Christians against 
Nazi Germany will be better off without them, 
since they were always merely playing politics 
with it and trying to capitalize on the bitterness 
and indignation of many people. It is a salutary 
development which will clear the atmosphere of 
a noxious influence. 

But it is well to bear this betrayal in mind when 
the Daily Worker or The New Masses next 
(which means tomorrow or next week at the 
latest) appear as the saviors of “millions of 
Jews” from Nazism. 

For the present the Communist party still con- 
tinues the boycott on Japan, because Japan is an 
aggressor country. We doubt whether it will 
long persevere in this. Late dispatches in the 
newspapers tell of a growing rapprochement be- 
tween Japan and Russia. When the final pact will 
be signed between these two countries, the com- 
rades will suddenly discover that Chiang Kai Shek 
is really a White Guard who killed Communists 
in the nineteen twenties, even as their eyes were 
“suddenly” opened in September to the crimes of 
the Polish regime and in December to the iniqui- 
ties of the Finnish government. 


U. P. A. CONFERENCE 


N JANUARY 6 and 7 the National Confer- 
ence for Palestine of the United Jewish Ap- 
peal will convene in Washington, D. C. This 
meeting will take place at a time when numerous 
indications point to unhealthy manifestations in 
American Jewish life. There are indications that 
elements which we considered historically “‘liqui- 
dated” are again raising their heads in Jewish life. 
We will no doubt hear much in the coming month 
from these elements concerning ‘‘patriotism” and 
“dual allegiance”. There is no doubt that certain 
types of Jews would be happy to be rid of Zionism 
as a mass force and these will now try to utilize 
their financial power to weaken Zionism. The 
slogans of unity under which these elements par- 
ade are mere alibis and their principle of equality, 
according to which Palestine would be helped in 
proportion to the present size of its Jewish popu- 
lation, is essentially meaningless since the Pales- 
tine Jewish community can exist only as it grows 
and develops into a national homeland embracing 
millions of Jews. 

We know the strength of the Palestine senti- 
ments among American Jewish masses. We hope 
that the moneyed Jewish elements will also appre- 
ciate this strength and will avoid internal strife. 
The Palestine sympathies of American Jewry 
must find a strong manifestation at the conference 
in Washington. 
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At this writing it is still possible that Chaim 
Weizmann will arrive in the United States in time 
to be present at the conference. We welcome his 
coming at this time. As the creator of the Jewish 
Agency, Chaim Weizmann is eminently suited to 
infuse into American Jewry that spirit of respon- 
sibility and mutual cooperation which is so urgently 
needed at this time. 


FIVE YEARS ON THE FRONTIER 
ITH THIS number the Jewish FRONTIER 


is entering upon its sixth year. Looking 
over the issues of the past five years we must con- 
clude, albeit not with joy, that the diagnosis given 
in the first number has proved to be all too correct. 
We then repudiated the classification of nations 
into sinner and saint categories and pointed out 
the sense of personal insecurity and isolation 
which must beset members of the Jewish minority 
under given conditions which allow for the out- 
break of subconscious forces. At that time Hit- 
ler’s rule was still new. During these five years it 


5 


has grown in barbarous intensity and has spread 
to other countries. It has even extended to in- 
clude certain, fortunately small, groups in the 
United States. The warning we voiced in the first 
issue against looking for salvation from the Soviet 
experiment has been substantiated. ‘Today Russia 
is on the Nazi side of the fence and studiously 
copies its methods in its international relations. 


The creation of a land of Jewish workers in 
Palestine is still the chief task of our generation. 
Only it is now much more pressing than it ever 
was before. History has put on its seven league 
boots and the efforts we exert to meet the prob- 
lems it raises are often too slow. The unprece- 
dented dislocation and exile of such multitudes of 
Jews from the European countries calls for efforts 
of a much larger scope. 

The task of this magazine is still the same—to 
interpret contemporary events in Palestine and on 
the frontiers of Jewish life throughout the world. 
This we will continue to do in the future as in the 
past. 


Self-Help In Palestine 


T IS a well known fact that the outbreak of war 

in Europe has put an end to the Arab terror 
which raged in Palestine for 314 years. But the 
war panic has also placed the Jewish community 
before new trials. In September and October 
about 35,000 families (80,000-100,000 persons) 
were affected by loss of employment, or loss of in- 
come. Unemployment, whieh was formerly limited 
to about 6,000 persons, began to increase in Sep- 
tember as a result of panic in financial circles, the 
order of the government witholding use of build- 
ing materials, the stoppage of credits and the 
prospect that only about 50% of the orange crop 
would be marketed. 

November and December marked a definite re- 
turn to normal conditions. The fact that the war 
did not so far directly affect Palestine, and may 
not involve it in the future, has introduced a mea- 
sure of calm and stability into the economic situa- 
tion of the country. There is no shortage of food 
products; raw materials continue to arrive from 
neighboring countries, especially Mediterranean 
lands that exchange products with Palestine. In- 
sofar as the building industry depended on mater- 
ials it is being revived again. The harvesting and 
shipping of oranges is again progressing although 
on a smaller scale than last year and at reduced 
wages. But despite these heartening develop- 
ments unemployment is still considerable. If we 
add to this number the 6,000 labor immigrants 
that entered the country during the past four 
months, with or without certificates, and that many 


thousands of refugees are on the way to Palestine, 
it is easy to understand why the Histadrut (Gen- 
eral Federation of Jewish Workers in Palestine) 
has this December celebrated its anniversary with 
the assumption of new obligations and responsi- 
bilities for the labor movement. 


The fourtieth assembly of the national council 
of the Histadrut met in December to consider re- 
ports on the situation in employment, immigration, 
agricultural colonization, the trade unions and 
youth. In addition it carefully considered reports 
from the European countries that were sent in by 
the Histadrut delegates concerning the need and 
the possibilities of emigration to Palestine. 


At the conclusion of this conference the Histad- 
rut, which represents 120,000 members (93,000 
industrial and agricultural workers and 27,000 
workers’ wives) has intensified its struggle for in- 
creased Jewish immigration into the country. 


Immigration is now, as always before, the most 
important key to economic development in Pales- 
tine. Fostering immigration is still the main com- 
mandment of labor Palestine which thinks not 
onlv of its own members but also of the masses 
that must enter the country to rebuild their lives 
on its land. 

As in previous years this determination was ac- 
companied by a renewed drive against unemploy- 
ment and for mutual aid among the workers. In 
addition to the regular dues which Histadrut mem- 
bers pay toward the unemployment fund they 








6 


were again called upon to contribute two weeks 
work for the benefit of the unemployed. The 
Histadrut raised over 1% million dollars for 
work projects during the past three years. More 
than three million work days were thus provided 
during the three years of terror as a result of the 
voluntary contributions and independent financial 
initiative of the Histadrut. In its present drive 
the Histadrut aims to provide one million work 
days during the present twilight period between 
war and peace, when the Jewish community in 
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Palestine has reached the first half million and 
must prepare room and sources of livelihood for 
other millions still to come. 

The courageous and determined action of the 
Histadrut deserves the sympathy of everyone. 
The goal will be attained when the Jewish masses 
in America will be imbued with the same spirit for 
action and will help transform the twentieth year 
of the Histadrut into a year of large scale immig- 
ration and colonization, a year of peaceful and 
constructive labor. 


The Plight of Refugees In War Time 


HEN THE WAR broke out, there were 
over 160,000 Jewish refugees from Ger- 
many scattered throughout Europe. All of them 
hoped some day to reach the shores of Palestine, 
the United States, Latin American countries, and 
of territories which the Inter-Governmental Com- 
mittee, set up on the initiative of President Roose- 
velt, may find for them. 

To-day, three months after the beginning of the 
war, the number of these unfortunate victims of 
the Nazi regime, is much larger. Not to speak 
of the tens of thousands of Jewish refugees from 
Poland. who are now scattered in the district of 
Vilna, in Rumania and in Hungary. 

Overshadowed by the war, the tragedy of this 
large number of refugees is no longer receiving 
the same public attention which it did in pre-war 
times. The fact that the refugee problem has been 
put into the background by the march of events 
does not, however, mean that this problem has 
lost its acuteness. On the contrary. Tragic as 
the situation of the refugees was before the war, 
it has become even more complicated as a result 
of it. 

The bulk of the Jewish refugees from Germany 
are to-day in England, France, Belgium, Holland, 
Switzerland and Italy. The situation of the refu- 
gees in England may be considered as ideal under 
the present war conditions. Kept in isolation for 
about two months after the outbreak of war, all 
the refugees had undergone in England a special 
examination by a specially set-up Court, and were 
released and even given opportunities to work. 

Their situation is different in France. The 
number of Jewish refugees from Germany and 
Austria in France is estimated to be over 30,000. 
Half of them—women and children—are enjoy- 
ing perfect liberty in France even to-day. The 
other half, however, consisting of men up to the 
age of 65, are kept in isolation centers and are 
for the time being considered nationals of an 
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enemy country, since they are still holders of Ger- 
man passports. 

Though the treatment of these refugees in the 
isolation centers provides no ground for com- 
plaint, the fact alone that refugees who escaped 
from the Nazi regime (many of them from Nazi 
concentration camps) are being held as civil prison- 
ers is provoking a good deal of criticism, not only 
among those affected, but also in the French press. 
Almost all leading Paris néwspapers have carried 
articles drawing the attention of the authorities 
to the idea that victims of the Nazi persecution 
cannot be treated in the same way as German 
citizens whose internment in France is but a nor- 
mal precaution. French writers and statesmen 
point out that, while the authorities are entitled to 
check up on every person coming from Germany, 
it is foolish to intern Jewish refugees from Ger- 
many, who have nothing but the most bitter feel- 
ing against the Nazi regime, and many of whom 
have demonstrated their loyalty to France by 
volunteering for the French Army during the first 
days of general mobilization. 

These arguments, convincing as they may be, 
have not as yet borne any results. All the French 
authorities have done until now is to permit Jew- 
ish relief organizations, such as the Hicem and 
the Joint Distribution Committee, to respectively 
enter the isolation centers to take a census of those 
who have prospects of emigrating to overseas 
countries, and to deliver to them blankets and 
winter clothing. 

Meanwhile, the families of these refugees—the 
women and children who remained free—are be- 
coming a burden to Jewish charitable institutions, 
since their husbands and fathers can neither pro- 
vide for them nor spend any of the money they 
may have on deposit in French banks. The ac- 
counts of the refugees in the French banks are 
blocked in the same manner as are the accounts of 
bona fide German citizens. 
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The refugees who feel the worst are those from 
the ship “St. Louis” who were admitted into 
France shortly before the war broke out. They 
had already been so close to American shores. 
They were certain that sooner or later they would 
have been permitted to enter the countries of their 
destination, and that their landing in France was 
merely a temporary stop-over. In fact, most of 
them have the proper visas for the United States 
and Latin American countries in their pockets. 
But here they are vegetating in isolation centers, 
destined to remain prisoners until the end of the 
war, unless the authorities change their minds. 

Prepared for emigration to distant lands, the 
“St. Louis” refugees had taken along with them 
almost all their belongings: furniture, household 
articles, clothing. All this is at present stored 
somewhere in pier warehouses, and in danger of 
being auctioned off because the storage rent has 
in many cases not been paid, since the owners are 
in isolation centers. 

Little as one can envy the refugees in France, 
their lot is not nearly as bad as of those in Belgium 
and Holland. These two countries, though not at 
war as yet, are feeling the effects of the war per- 
haps more than France. The male population 
has been mobilized, and the tension is far greater 
than in France. The fear that Germany may in- 
vade their respective lands is a constant nightmare. 

Under such circumstances, it is easy to under- 
stand how the 20,000 Jewish refugees from Ger- 
many feel to-day in Belgium, and how the more 
than 20,000 refugees in Holland are worrying 
their heads off as to what will happen to them in 
case of a Nazi invasion. They had succeeded in 
running away from Nazi terrorism and now risk 
being confronted with it once more. They cannot 
leave either Holland or Belgium as they have no 
other country where they could gain admittance. 
On the other hand, they are not being looked upon 
in a too friendly way by the Belgian and Dutch au- 
thorities, to whom they present a serious problem. 

Many of the refugees in Belgium and Holland 
seek their way to overseas lands before it is too 
late. But they find it difficult to secure visas and 
transportation. The steamship companies request 
that the fare be paid in American currency, and 
when this is arranged the refugees not only risk 
being mined by the enemy but also being taken off 
the boat by French naval authorities when passing 
through French waters, and being interned in 
France as holders of German passports. 

Italian steamers have therefore discontinued 
carrying refugees since the latter were taken off 
by French authorities when the ship called near 
a French port. In the case of Belgian and Dutch 
steamers, both the passengers and the steamship 
companies also run this risk, but take their chance 
for fear of being suddenly caught by a Nazi in- 
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vasion. The same is true also with regard to the 
steamship companies. These are encouraged by 
the Dutch Government to take out from the coun- 
try as many refugees as possible, and this encour- 
agement results in Dutch liners being chartered 
exclusively to carry refugees overseas. 

In Belgium, where many refugees were held in 
special camps long before the war, the situation 
is aggravated by the fact that the Government is 
no longer giving any grants for the maintenance 
of refugees. They must therefore be maintained 
exclusively from funds supplied by the American 
Joint Distribution Committee, since local Jewry 
is not in a position to contribute to anything but 
the various defense campaigns of the country. 

The situation of over 5,000 Jewish refugees 
from Germany, who are stranded in Italy, is per- 
haps the worst. The Italian Government has 
closed the Jewish refugee relief committees in 
Italy and thereby deprived the refugees of the 
legal and financial aid which they used to get in 
the larger Italian cities, especially in Milan and 
Rome. At the same time the Italian Government 
keeps the refugees from Germany under a con- 
stant threat of sudden deportation back to the 
Reich if they do not find their way to other coun- 
tries. 

Without relief and without any hope of being 
admitted into other countries the refugees in Italy 
are practically reduced to beggary. Many of them 
exist on the few lire which they collect by begging 
from door to door. During the summer months 
they still managed to spend their nights in parks 
and on benches, under the open sky. With winter 
here this is no longer possible. The Jewish com- 
munities in Italy are, therefore, negotiating with 
the authorities for permission to be allowed to 
look after these refugees by supplying them with 
food and shelter. 

While the situation of the refugees from the 
Reich is hardly enviable in any European country, 
their number continues to grow nevertheless since 
conditions in Germany are getting worse from day 
to day. The barbarism which the Nazis resort 
to is driving thousands of Jews into the neighbor- 
ing countries. Illegally, they continue to cross the 
frontiers into Italy, Jugo-Slavia and other coun- 
tries where there are no increased military patrols 
along the frontiers. This is especially true with 
regard to Jews from Austria and from the Czech 
Protectorate. In fear of being dragged to the 
Lublin reservation, the Jews of Vienna and Prague 
risk their lives to get into any land where they will 
be away from Gestapo terrorism and Nazi sadism. 

The waters of the Danube, which are not frozen 
yet, offer another outlet for escape. Hundreds of 
Jews are at present afloat on barges on the Da- 
nube, trying to find their way to Rumania, Jugo- 
Slavia and other countries lying on this river; 
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most of them eventually hope to find their way 
to Palestine. 

Rescuing Jews from Germany as long as emi- 
gration from there is legally and illegally possible, 
to-day represents a very complicated problem for 
Jewish relief organizations. On the one hand, 
these organizations are anxious to help as many 
Jews as possible to leave the Reich and escape to 
safety. On the other hand, the maintenance of 
the refugees and the cost of emigration runs into 
many millions of dollars. It will be sufficient to 
point out that during the last 2 months alone the 
American Joint Distribution Committee had to 
spend about a million dollars just to facilitate the 
emigration of refugees to various overseas coun- 
tries, mostly Latin America. 

Negotiations are now being carried on between 
Jewish organizations and the French naval au- 
thorities not to remove refugees from neutral ships 
passing ‘through French waters. It is hoped that 
these negotiations will bring results of a positive 
nature, as the French authorities seem to consider 
this matter in a very sympathetic light. Should 
this hope be realized, the world will then witness 
a large exodus of Jews from Europe. They will 
be going to the remotest corners of the American 
continent. They will be going to the farthest 
points in Asia. They will be seeking a way to 
lands most remote from Germany, and possible 
Nazi invasion. 

The war has overshadowed the terrible plight 
of the Jewish refugees from Germany. Their 
distress is however much greater than before. The 
war has unquestionably aggravated the refugee 
situation. The Nazi occupation of Poland has 
made matters worse. Many in America may con- 
sider the present war as being a “war without 
war’, but no one realizes that while all is quiet 
on the Western front, the three months of war 
have cost the Jews more lives than were lost by 
soldiers on the battlefield. In Warsaw alone over 
10,000 Jews were killed by Nazi bombardments, 
according to conservative estimates. The number 
of Jews executed under Nazi occupation can hard- 
ly be estimated. Neither can the number of Jews 
who died as a result of Nazi terrorism during the 
war in no-man’s lands be ascertained. Emigration 
from Nazi territory is therefore the only thing 
about which Jews there dream. The war may be 
in its early stages as yet, but as far as the Jews 
are concerned they have tasted its bitterness to 
a greater extent than any other race. Even the 
Polish tragedy cannot be compared with that of 
the Jews. Neither the Poles nor the Czechs have 
lost as many lives through the Nazis as have the 
Jews since the outbreak of the war. Is it to be 
wondered that the Jews are anxious to get as far 
away as possible from Europe? 

(Paris, December 5, 1939) 
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THE YELLOW BADGE 
| ® by H. Leivick 


How does the badge of yellow look 

With its black or crimson Star of David 
Upon a Jew’s arm inside Nazi-land, 
Against the white face of December snow? 
How would that yellow badge 

With its black or crimson Star of David 
Look on my son’s arm, or my wife’s, 

How on my own— 

Against the falling white of New York snow? 
Truly, 

The question, worm-like, eats into my heart, 
And, like a gnat, it burrows in my brain. 


But why are words, and words alone, enough? 
Why not assume the full, last bond of union 
And with one’s own hand on one’s own arm place 
The fated yellow badge with David's Star 
Before the eyes of all—New York as in Berlin, 
And Paris, London, Moscow, as Vienna. 
Truly, 

The question, worm-like, eats into my heart 
And, like a gnat, it burrows in my brain. 


The first snow fell today 
And children have gone sleighing in the park. 
I, like the children, also love white snow 
And most of all I love December days. 
(Somewhere far, far away 
In the snow lies a captive. ) 


True God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, 
Punish me not for this old love of mine, 
But punish me because [ do not shape 
A Moses from the scanty New York snow, 
Because from snow I do not make Mount Sinai 
As once I did in the far years of childhood. 
(Somewhere the snow falls 
Thick on a wanderer. ) 


Yes, punish me because I do not don 

Of my own will the six-towered Star of David 
And the round emblem of the yellow badge, 
To hearten Israel in the hangman’s land, 

To praise and to exalt throughout the world 
The arm that wears the glory of this crest! 
Truly, 

The question, worm-like, eats into my heart 
And, like a gnat, it burrows in my brain. 


(Translated from the Yiddish by MARIE SYRKIN) 
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Lest We Forget 


HE POLITICAL situation of India today is 

similar to that of Ireland during the first Eu- 
ropean-made World War. After many years of 
agitation and skilful maneuvering, the Indian In- 
dependence Movement has reached the crisis 
which perils the touted unity of the British Em- 
pire. Like the Irish Independence movement, the 
Indian has many influential friends in America. 
It can count upon the sympathy of liberals, social- 
ists, radical intellectuals, certain minorities and 
even conservative politicians, such as those who 
sanctioned the ending of the United States occu- 
pation of Haiti and ultimate freedom for the 
Philippine Islands. 


Liberal advocates believe that genuine freedom 
for India—that is, real native rule, an Indian 
Government of Indian patriots—is the test of 
British Democracy. All those who have faith in 
the common progress of all humanity, share the 
sufferings of millions of oppressed Indians and 
support their enlightened leaders. 


But there are certain “progressives”? who are 
apologists of the “liberal imperialism” of Britain. 
They contend that under British imperialism the 
Indian people enjoy a greater measure of democ- 
racy than they would under German or Japanese 
rule! And thus they argue that because Britain 
is warring against Totalitarianism, the Indian 
leaders should moderate their drive for inde- 
pendence in favor of the triumph of the British 
Empire over Totalitarian enemies. 

They do not even try to convince sceptics that 
British Imperialism has changed. Ireland was con- 
demned by liberals for plotting and uprising for 
national independence during the last World War 
because it was being fought to uphold international 
democracy. But after the war was ended and 
won, a British liberal coalition government loosed 
a four year terror upon the Irish people. There 
is nothing in the record of British Imperialism to 
prove that the people of India would share a bet- 
ter fate than the people of Ireland, if their leaders 
were to abate their fight for independence (even 
with strict guarantees) and throw their entire sup- 
port to Britain in this war. The British record 
proves that promises made to subject and minority 
people during the last war were not based upon 
human integrity, and so they were shamelessly 
broken. 

Today the solution of the Indian problem re- 
mains the supreme test of British Democracy. It 
acutely concerns all the progressives in the world 
who are battling against the rising tide of ‘Totali- 
tarianism. But in their ardor for just causes 


® by Claude McKay 


American progressives should not forget that 
America also must grapple with a supreme test 
of American democracy. And the supreme test 
of American democracy is the Negro. 


Domestic problems are intricately tied up with 


world problems. For America’s protest against 


the inhuman treatment of minorities abroad to be 
morally effective, she must show to the world, by 
example, that she is also in the vanguard in seek- 
ing a solution of her own minority problem. 

The United States is preeminently a nation of 
diverse minorities. And its largest minority, the 
Negro, is its biggest minority problem. This fact 
is even officially recognized. If one consults sta- 
tistics on the population of the United States one 
finds that it is roughly divided between white and 
Negro. The many European minorities are all 
classed with the white majority. But the Negro 
stands out by itself. As the minute Asiatic minor- 
ities are not integral of the American population, 
it is not necessary to consider them here. 

Now while the Negro as a special minority 1s 
not as acute a problem in America today as Poles, 
Czechs, Finns, Jews and others in Europe, he is 
nevertheless the great human problem of these 
United States. The Negro’s position appears less 
heart-rending, because he has been pushed down 
to the lowest social level and somehow exists, 
while in the case of the European minorities, the 
totalitarian terror is striving to emasculate and 
reduce them from highly cultured standards to the 
impotent status of American Negroes. 

The Negro problem is not exactly like Euro- 
pean minorities’ problems. There is never a 
perfect analogy. And there is a vast difference 
between the Fascist Government’s treatment of 
minorities, and the United States Government’s 
treatment of its most problematical minority. It 
is 75 years since the Negro minority was emanci- 
pated from chattel slavery by Federal decree. And 
no national government since has marked the 
Negro group for special persecution. The United 
States have had reactionary governments during 
that period, when the Capitol was dominated by 
former slave-owning states, which were inimical 
to the interests of free Negroes. But no govern- 
ment has degraded civic progress in the United 
States by seeking to abolish Abraham Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation, or going back beyond 
1865 to find a solution of the Negro problem, as 
the Hitler regime has degraded civic decency in 
Germany and reverted to the Inquisition of 400 
years ago to find a solution of the Jewish problem. 
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Through Congressional legislation, Supreme 
Court decrees and Executive action the National 
Government has extended special protection to 
the Negro minority. But States’ Governments of 
the slave South and a national overwhelming lily- 
white majority have worked against the social 
interests of the Negro minority. Thus the Negro 
as a group has remained in a deplorable social 
state. But from historical experience the group 
has good reason to respect and trust the Govern- 
ment of the nation as a whole, while striving for 
amelioration of its social status. 

Persecuted by the National Governments under 
which they live, the disadvantaged European 
minorities cannot even hope for better conditions 
under such governments. But if those govern- 
ments were defeated by war or revolution, the 
persecuted minorities may again find life tolerable 
among the majority of the people. The American 
Negro minority is in a reverse position, exactly. 
Economically and socially it is placed at a disad- 
vantage by the active or passive will of the ma- 
jority of the American people. 

Government may sign decrees and courts hand 
down decisions in favor of the Negro minority, 
but they may be nullified by the opposition of ‘the 
majority of the people as effectively as the Pro- 
hibition Amendment was made ineffective. Even 
in governmental departments, such as the Officers 
Corps of the Army and Navy and the Diplomatic 
Service, the educated and cultivated Negro with 
the highest mental and physical qualifications has 
no decent chance of finding a career. There is no 
law against his filing an application and passing 
the test. But there are a thousand unofficial ways 
of preventing him from getting a start and letting 
the nation judge what he can do. A very few 
orchid-rare specimen of the Negroid species have 
succeeded in passing through the higher ranks of 
the Army and Diplomatic Service, but there is no 
record of any in the Navy. 

In civil life the Negro minority is held down in 
the deep hold of the ship of the national economy. 
Negroes are shut out of average employment in 
banks, stores, factories, hospitals, colleges: When 
one Negro reaches the higher brackets of salary, 
it is in the Federal, State or Municipal Service 
and always a political appointment. 

Also in the domain of organized labor the 
Negro minority is shut out of decent jobs. The 
conservative American Federation of Labor has 
Negro members: its constitution has no clause 
discriminating against Negroes. But Negroes are 
barred from some two-score of its unions in the 
basic industries, which limit membership to ‘white 
men only of good character.” Machinists, elec- 
tricians, railroad workers, ship-builders, engineers, 
transport workers, carpenters, masons, etc.—all 
of them bar Negroes from membership. 
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The recently organized C. I. O. does not admit 
unions which discriminate against Negroes. And 
it has accomplished much in organization of 
Negro workers in large industrial plants, where 
their jobs are mainly menial, unskilled and semi- 
skilled. But it has little improved upon the status 
of the Negro in industry. For the pattern was 
fixed with the Negro in the lowest bracket of 
labor, long before the advent of the C. I. O. 

The National Urban League has done more 
than any other organization in approaching em- 
ployers and placing individual Negroes in better 
jobs. It has been criticized by Socialists and Com- 
munists as a scab organization. But while Social- 
ists and Communists were crusading for the ideal 
of the recognition of human brotherhood and 
equal opportunity in the ranks of organized labor, 
the Urban League went after the real practical 
job of getting more and better employment for 
Negroes. 

The Negro minority has not forged an effective 
political weapon to help further its fight for eco- 
nomic betterment. The large majority of the 
Negro population live in the South, where they 
are disfranchised. Under the United States Con- 
stitution, legally they are entitled to vote. But 
they are robbed of that right by local legislation, 
such as poll tax, grandfather clauses, education 
tests and white primary, which limit the franchise 
to whites. Politically unorganized and economic- 
ally weak, the Negro minority remains a segre- 
gated unit in American life—in it yet not of it. 
It has few social privileges which are respected by 
the dominant majority. 

In the South it is barred from such public places 
as parks, bathing beaches, trains, street cars, 
stores, schools, libraries, hotels and_ theaters. 
Throughout the rest of the nation conditions are 
not as bad as in the South, but they are bad 
enough. In the Northern states the Negro minor- 
ity may obtain adequate educational facilities in 
State and City schools and colleges, but it is barred 
from hotels and discriminated against in restau- 
rants and theaters. 

The other American minorities have not identi- 
fied themselves with the Negro group in its strug- 
gle for economic equality and social rights. Irish, 
Italians, Greeks, Jews and others, all have ac- 
cepted the American pattern fixed for the Negro. 
Every immigrant white minority has joined the 
old stock majority in ruthless exploitation of the 
Negro’s social disadvantage and economic weak- 
ness. The Negro’s cause has been aided most hy 
philanthropic individuals and institutions. 

The Communist Party among political organ- 
izations has taken the boldest line in fighting for 
social justice for the Negro. It noisily exploited 
the Negro’s grievances, but evidently not so much 
to improve the group’s status in America, but to 
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have it serve the purposes of propaganda in de- 
fending the imperialistic international aims of 
Soviet Russia. But now the Russian bubble is 
pricked and nothing remains of that gigantic and 
preposterous Popular Front, which should have 
absorbed the Negro minority as an equal unit and 
solved all of its problems. The amazingly edify- 
ing flight of the guardian angel of Communism, 
toting with other funny things a black baby in his 
bosom into the realm of democracy, has ended 
with broken wings and the black baby dumped 
down back in its ugly old cradle. 


Like that of all other minorities, the problem 
of the Negro minority must be solved in the 
American way. America has its shortcomings. 
But it is a nation of minorities and the majority 
of our minorities are of European origin. But 
there is nothing we can learn from Europe to help 
us solve our minorities’ problem. We must find 
the solution here. 


Celine Reaches the 


N ACQUAINTANCE of mine who has 
adopted the pleasant habit of ascertaining 
from time to time how I react to unexpected news 
asked me: ‘What do you say to it that such an 
important author as Louis Ferdinand Celine now 
too publishes anti-Semitic pamphlets ?”’ 


“That doesn’t surprise me’, I replied, as I 
always do when this acquaintance ‘addresses me. 
Only he hasn’t noticed yet that I always reply in 
the same manner to his queries, even when I am 
ever so surprised. It is always well to have a 
defense ready against this man. And in the case 
of Celine I needed some time for concentration, 
because I had considered both of Celine’s novels* 
to be strong, albeit revolting works of modern 
French fiction. I thought the matter over speedily. 
Revolting—yes, but in which respect? What was 
the basis of my immediate dislike for the sensation 
Celine who had impressed everybody, a dislike 
which even overcame my real admiration for his 
brilliant detailed work?” 

It was the turn of my acquaintance to be sur- 
prised, ‘But you were an admirer of Celine? You 
even quoted him in one of your lectures on Plato.” 

Now I saw the connection. “Yes, I did quote 
him. But as what? As Plato’s counterpart, as the 
complete eclipse of the sun called Plato, which 
once shone over mankind. Now there is a black 
sun shining on the firmament of time—and its 


* “Journey to the End of the Night’’ and ‘Death on the Installment 
Plan.”’ 
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Suppose each minority could be educated to 
think and feel that I am the keeper of my brother 
minority. Suppose we could realize that in spite 
of the difference of racial stock, in spite of minor 
competitive fights, our ultimate salvation lies in 
largely working together. The racial, religious 
and minority dogmas of Europe may be propa- 
gated in America. Many will listen and some will 
heed, for each European group is represented 
here. But the diversity of minorities here should 
operate against anyone prevailing over all the 
others. Herein we have a weapon to combat 
reaction. 

As a member of the most disadvantaged min- 
ority I am aware that it is a grim fight. When 
the persecution of any minority group is permitted, 
it is easy to extend it to other minorities. The 
lynching of blacks has inspired the mob to the 
lynching of whites. The struggle of any minority 
group for human dignity and justice is a struggle 
for the best interests of all of humanity. 


End of the Night 


@ by Max Brod 


name is Celine. This I said even before Celine 
confessed to anti-Semitism. Plato, I then said, is 
the world perfect. Celine is the representative of 
a world which he knows and describes as totally 
imperfect.” 

‘‘Nevertheless you did call Journey to the End 
of the Night a very important work. Yet its au- 
thor now calmly advocates consigning the Jews to 
massacre and prescribes a St. Bartholomew’s 
Night as a solution of the Jewish problem. Such 
bestiality you did not foresee.” 


“That is correct. Maybe someone of greater 
insight than I possess might have foreseen this 
development. I did not. But whether forseen or 
not—it is now of greater importance to under- 
stand the connection between Celine’s first literary 
efforts and his present hatred of the Jew. It has 
been said that his books have always shown traces 
of mania and that he has now gone completely in- 
sane. This explanation seems to me too common. 
It could be applied today to altogether too many 
manifestations, and I am ever leary of generaliza- 
tions. I would like to find an individual explana- 
tion. Incidentally, there is an external reason why 
I did not think of it at the time when I read the 
Journey. How could I expect a man to incline to 
hatred for the Jews when I met him completely 
surrounded by Jews? The German translation, 
which I read, was by I. Gruenberg, the jacket by 
Heine, Jewish founder of Simplizissimus of Mu- 
nich and then already an emigrant in Prague, and 
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the publisher was the Jewish publishing company 
of Kittl in Maehrisch Ostrau. In Nazi Germany 
the book was immediately banned as pornographic, 
while Jewish critics and Jewish readers sang its 
praises.” 

“Admit that it speaks for Celine’s spiritual in- 
dependence if he nevertheless . . .” 

“Not so fast. In the first place, he soon after- 
wards lost a part of his Jewish readers through 
an attack on Bolshevism. Maybe he was severely 
challenged at that time by those Jewish critics 
who for a long time unquestioningly used to follow 
Stalin’s line. Perhaps it was then that he began 
to identify Jewry and Soviet Russia, following 
the style set for many years by Germany. How- 
ever, not even this seems to me an adequate ex- 
planation for Celine’s hatred for the Jews, a 
hatred culminating in thoughts of murder. The 
refusal to follow his raid on Russia may have 
been the initial spark. But for his theories of 
murder and annihilation there is but one explana- 
tion: Celine’s indescribable cowardice, shown in 
all his main fictional characters; a cowardice which 
certainly seems to be of an autobiographical nature 
since it was described so frequently and so in- 
tensively, with all the accompanying abdominal 
details. 

‘Where do you find this cowardice described ?” 

“Everywhere in the works of Celine. Even 
where it is not explicitly mentioned. But frequently 
enough it is described in all cruelty and detail. His 
description of war in the Journey is written from 
the viewpont of the slacker, therefore reminding 
us a little of the description of the same subject 
by our good Bohemian Schweik. But where 
Schweik with human and naive ignorance over- 
comes all his difficulties, poor Bardamu, Celine’s 
hero, is scared stiff and his teeth chatter so noisily 
as give the reader a pain. Celine, however, is 
obviously proud of such effects of his music, and 
he can hardly get enough of them. Nor does his 
cowardice leave him aboard the ship on which he 
travels as a deserter to Africa, to build a new 
existence. He sees an enemy in every fellow 
passenger. Everybody is after his scalp. He holds 
the following soliloquy: ‘Had I, on leaving Mar- 
seilles, had the faintest knowledge of colonial 
customs, had I realized that I was the most un- 
worthy of all those aboard, then I should have 
fallen on my knees and asked the forgiveness and 
indulgence of the officer of the colonial infantry 
whose path I seemed to be crossing everywhere. 
To be safer yet, I should have licked the boots of 
the highest official. Might it be that in that case 
the other passengers would have tolerated me? 
But since I was ignorant, my ridiculous arrogance 
evidenced by my daring to breathe in their pres- 
ence, almost cost my life. One never shows enough 
fear. But since I was not stupid, I simply lost 
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the last vestige of self-respect I still possessed!’ 
And he tells how, in order to escape imaginary 
persecution, he delivered a_ patriotic speech, 
eulogizing war, fraternity, the colonial army, etc. 
And as he sees how his fellow travellers are being 
affected by this speech (one should not be too 
particular in the choice of methods) he finds the 
following words for his new situation: ‘I felt at 
this moment of terrible degradation how my self- 
respect, which was always just about ready to leave 
me, started to dissolve and how it evaporated 
and left me forever, completely and beyond recall. 
And you can say what you will, that is a beautiful 
moment. Since then I feel mentally free and easy. 
Fear is possibly the greatest aid in life. Since that 
day, I never had a desire for other weapons or 
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faculties’. 


“Tll admit there is something pathological in 
this hymn to fear and self-degradation. But where, 
if you please, is the connection between this and 
Celine’s hatred for the Jew?” 

‘“‘We are not yet done with Celine’s cowardice. 
One could write a treatise about it and about its 
influence on Celine’s Weltanschauung. Observe 
the special nuances of this cowardice. It consists 
of a terrible fear of being exploited. ‘Don’t ever 
be fooled’, is his watch-word. People are making 
demands, but these are mere empty phrases, and 
he who is stupid enough to believe in the phrases 
bandied about by the high and mighty, is lost and 
deserves to suffer. One should beware of all de- 
mands, of all so-called ideals. One should seek 
safety behind passivity and cowardice. One can 
never be cowardly enough, that is his message. 
One is never afraid enough.” 

‘As a symptom of an age in which human be- 
ings suffer as painfully as they do nowadays, 
Celine’s work is and will be important. It is an 
extreme and heart-rending call to flight emitted at 
the brim of life where life is hell. Celine’s fame 
was established with many serious readers through 
this super-Strindbergian position. Because he 
preached to the poor and disinherited distrust of 
the sermons of the rich, he was even considered 
a proletarian author. Nothing is more erroneous 
than that. Celine desires nothing more eagerly 
than to be admitted into the circle of the rich and 
mighty; his cowardice, put into simple words, 
means: ‘I want to be with the exploiters, not with 
the exploited.’ In this direction he is spurred on— 
in spite of all cowardice—by his unaffected ex- 
traordinary lust for life, thanks to the cynical 
honesty of which, as it demonstrates itself in the 
form of violent sexual scenes, he has acquired 
another large part of his heterogeneous reading 
public.” 

“And the hatred against the Jews, if I may 
remind you of the subject ?” 
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‘We are coming to it now. Socialism as con- 
ceived by certain Jewish circles in all sincerity, is 
anathema for Celine. To evade, to escape, when- 
ever matters become serious, is a command of 
cowardice. And then there is something else, 
which I should like to explain to you with the help 
of a little fable. A rabbit had found refuge in 
a chicken coop. Came the wolf and started to 
incite the chickens against the rabbit. It’s all the 
rabbit’s fault, he said. If the chickens would only 
attack the rabbit and deliver him to the wolf, 
everything would be all right. The chickens are 
in mortal fear of the wolf. As this fear rises the 
chickens become so irrational as to believe that the 
wolf’s innate animosity would disappear if it only 
were not for the rabbit. The rabbit seems to be 
the cause of all their troubles. They heap slanders 
upon him; they open the door and chase the rabbit 
to the fangs of the wolf. They do not know that 
the wolf, once he has digested the rabbit, would 
come through the open door and kill the chickens. 
There is nothing Celine feared as much as a sec- 
ond world war. Hitler threatened the French: 
if only the French (and I witnessed a similar 
scene in Czecho-Slovakia from September 1938 
to March 1939) in accordance with Hitler’s com- 
mands, would persecute the Jews, then he might 
show mercy towards them. They did not realize 
that they would be doing Hitler’s bidding with 
such internal fighting, that anti-Semitism is noth- 
ing but a prelude to war, the open door to war. 
Celine, who is so afraid lest he be duped by bour- 
geois slogans, has been duped by Hitler’s snort- 
ing. Is he the only one? The case of Celine is 
an outstanding one, but there are tens of thousands 
of identical minor cases all around us. After 
September, 1938 the remaining liberal Czechs 
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used to say with reference to the government party 
and the efforts to buy Hitler’s benevolence by 
means of anti-Semitism: ‘They are doing their 
homework.’ Well, March 1939 proved of just 


how little avail their homework was.”’ 


‘So you see in Celine a sort of Thersites, the 
man of Greek mythology who derided_his fellow 
countrymen in order to pacify the Trojan enemy.” 

‘“Thersites . . . I like that. The rest of the 
comparison is lame, as are most comparisons, 
mine of the chicken coop not excepted. But since 
you have mentioned Thersites, I must tell you of 
an incident when Celine gave me as much of a 
surprise as when he made common cause with the 
bloodthirsty enemies of Jewry. One visualizes 
Thersites, Homer's artist of invective, as ugly, 
crippled, obnoxious. That’s how Homer describes 
him. And to judge by Celine’s orgies of vitupera- 
tion, one imagines him too to be a miserable, com- 
men creature. Well, one day there came to us 
at the Prager Tageblatt, the organ of Prague’s 
Jewish-German Central Verein, a young man, dap- 
per, well mannered, mild. He went into confer- 
ence with the editor in chief, who was not only 
publisher of our paper, but also owner of the 
above mentioned Jewish publishing house of Kittl, 
which published Celine’s books. The interview 
took hours. Afterwards the chief said to me: ‘Do 
you know who this charming fellow was? What 
an understanding and tender soul. He is our 
friend Celine’.” 

‘And one final addition which after all these 
paradoxes should surprise no one: Celine, who 
tempestuously derided the medical profession, was 
at that time in charge of a hygiene commission of 
the League of Nations in Geneva.” 


More Homelands for the Jews ? 


CIENTIFIC achievement has made the world 


smaller. Communication is a matter of min- 
utes, travel has been reduced to a few days or 
hours. But to a refugee, seeking a new home, the 
world is not small, but terribly large, filled with 
hazards not havens. In the post-war period or- 
ganized society faced a huge refugee problem, 
involving millions of persons, including Armen- 
ians, Assyrians, Greeks, Turks, and others, whose 
problem was gradually solved through united ef- 
forts, either by special organizations or the League 
of Nations. By 1930, the problem of these ref- 
ugees was no longer paramount, although some 
aspects remained unsolved. In 1933, Adolf Hit- 
ler’s accession to power created a new refugee 


® by Harold J. Jonas 


problem. While the numbers of refugees from 
Germany never approched the millions involved 
after the Great War, the German problem was 
always complicated by the unpredictability of the 
number likely to be concerned. There were 
originally 500,000 Jews in the German Republic, 
but Hitler’s successive conquests kept augmenting 
this number each time. To a world striving to 
handle the problem, the possibility of a precipitate 
outpouring of a new batch of refugees from Ger- 
many always made the prospect of a working solu- 
tion more difficult. Besides the Jews, of course, 
were the “non-Aryans”, created by legal defini- 
tion, and the political and religious opponents of 
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the regime. The potential number was several 
millions. 

In a world of national states, there are two 
general methods by which men move from place 
to place. The first is infiltration, and describes 
the course of normal immigration along the legal 
lines established by the several nations. In the 
beginning, the Jewish refugee followed this course, 
until it was realized that the channels of normal 
infiltration were carrying all that the trafic would 
bear. In the case of the United States, for in- 
stance, where infiltration is governed by legal 
quotas established by Congress, the German quota 
has been used up fully by a people in flight. So 
far as infiltration into European countries is con- 
cerned, the need for entry soon outstripped the 
possibilities. In South America, during 1939, the 
barriers to immigration were gradually raised, 
until entry, except through illegal methods, was 
well-nigh impossible. But desperate German ref- 
ugees had to go some place, and they went even 
to such places as Shanghai, not because it repre- 
sented a hope but simply because it was a haven 
reached without immigration restrictions. It was 
recognized quite early that infiltration was not 
sufficient to meet the problem. 

The second general method is mass emigration 
with subsequent colonization. Jewish experience 
with colonization projects has a long and vivid 
history, relating to many parts of the world, rang- 
ing from the romantic notions of Major Mordecai 
Emanuel Noah to the practical developments in 
Palestine. As the pressure after 1933 became 
greater, many new proposals for mass emigration 
and colonization were advanced. Men spoke of 
inner China, Madagascar, Tanganyika, New 
Mexico, Lower California, Ecuador, New Cal- 
edonia. There were some who spoke in terms 
of Jewish states to be created upon land purchased 
some place not specified. But there have been 
some important proposals for colonization proj- 
ects upon which much study has already been 
made. There are several projects which may be 
profitably observed, if only to note the conclu- 
sions already reached for comparison with the 
future needs of a greater mass of uprooted peo- 
ples, such as may very well follow the present 
war in Europe. 

It is our purpose, therefore, to examine the fol- 
lowing projects: British Guiana, the Dominican 
Republic, Philippine Islands, and Alaska. Each 
of the four proposals concerns lands off the beaten 
path of population flow, but possessing great 
natural resources and potentialities for organized 
existence, provided, of course, that scientific plan- 
ning for settlements is followed. It is important 
to note that in line with this principle, private in- 
dividuals formed a corporation the Refugee 
Economic Corporation, established in 1934, for 
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the purpose of promoting and assisting ‘“‘the 
economic reconstruction of emigres from Ger- 
many and other countries”, and this corporation 
has assisted in the survey of three sites. On the 
public side, the President of the United States 
has appointed an Advisory Committee on Political 
Refugees which has already done important work 
in this connection. In passing, it may also be ob- 
served that President Roosevelt was responsible 
for calling the Evian meeting where, for the first 
time, the international aspects of refugees from 
Germany were considered and a canvass of pos- 
sibilities for infiltration and settlement made. 
Out of these sessions grew the Intergovernmental 
Refugee Committee which has cooperated with 
League of Nations agencies, governmental agen- 
cies, and private bodies. 


British Guiana 


British Guiana may very well be considered 
first, since its availability as a settlement site has 
already been ended by the outbreak of war. Fol- 
lowing the first Evian meeting in 1938 and the 
increased outpouring of refugees from the expand- 
ing Germany, the British Government made a 
tentative offer of lands for settlement in its only 
colony on the mainland of South America, Brit- 
ish Guiana. The colony lies on the northeastern 
coast of South America. It has an area of 89,480 
square miles. Its estimated population was 337,- 
039, of which 100 were Jews. About 5 per cent 
of the population was European, while East 
Indians numbered 138,000, Negroes 129,000, 
with Portugese, Aboriginal Indians, and Chinese 
making up the rest. Most of the development is 
in the coastal region, where sugar and rice are 
grown, while the Negroes work the mines and 
forest industries in the interior. There are vast 
stretches of forest, large savannah regions inland, 
an important mountain area, and several rivers 
penetrating the country without offering, however, 
adequate transportation facilities. The only rail- 
road is on the coast, while the only road into the 
interior is little more than « cattle trail for the 
most part. The aeroplane offers one of the best 
methods for direct communication now. 

In response to the British offer an impartial 
commission appointed by the President’s Advisory 
Committee on Political Refugees went directly to 
British Guiana to survey the site. The Commis- 
sion, consisting of 5 British representatives, 4 
Americans, and 1 Canadian, included experts on 
colonization, agriculture, tropical medicine and 
sanitation, transportation, and engineering. Sev- 
eral of the members were already familiar with 
British Guiana. Referred to in the British Guiana 
press as the Jewish Commission, although only 
one of its members, Dr. Joseph A. Rosen, was 
Jewish, the members began their work on Febru- 
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‘ary 14, 1939, completed in the next month, and 
signed their report in April. 

Three areas were suggested, but only the two 
large interior areas, comprising savannahs, tropi- 
cal forests, and mountains were investigated fully. 
At no time did the Commission consider the 
coastal area where most of the population lived, 
and which had been specifically excluded by the 
British Government. In their final report, the 
Commissioners concluded ‘that, while the terri- 
tory offered for settlement . . . is not an ideal 
place for refugees from Middle European coun- 
tries, and while the territory could not be con- 
sidered suitable for immediate large-scale settle- 
ment, it undoubtedly possesses potential possibil- 
ities that would fully justify the carrying out of 
a trial settlement project on a substantial enough 
scale that would make it possible to determine 
whether and how these potential possibilities could 
be realized.” Dr. Rosen, colonization expert and 
agronomist with wide experience in settlement 
projects in Europe, pointed out that only the lack 
of desirable lands elsewhere and the pressing 
needs of refugees abroad made it possible for 
British Guiana to be considered at all. 

While the Commission felt that natural 
resources, climate and health conditions were 
suitable, some problems relating to soil culti- 
vation, types of agriculture, development of 
industries, cost of maintaining health  con- 
ditions, and transportation facilities had to 
be “clarified.” With these in mind the fol- 
lowing plan was recommended: the careful 
selection of 3,000 to 5,000 young men and women 
to be placed in properly chosen receiving camps 
and trial settlements “‘at the earliest possible 
date’’; the immediate establishment of “‘a properly 
equipped technical organization under competent 
leadership” to supervise and direct the activities 
of the trial settlements along technical, financial 
and other lines; the inclusion within the groups of 
‘‘a number of people with specialized training” 
capable of making the settlements self-contained. 
The approximate cost of “establishing and main- 
taining these trial settlements for a period of two 
years’ was estimated at $3,000,000, although 
the report warned, “‘this is a rough figure and is to 
be accepted with caution.”’ 

Immediately upon the appearance of the report 
in May, 1939, the British Government expressed 
‘considerable hope”’ in British Guiana as a per- 
manent settlement for refugees from Central Eu- 
rope. On May 12, Prime Minister Chamberlain 
“agreed to give the fullest facilities for establish- 
ing experimental colonies of about 5,000 people 
by leasing the land cheaply .. .”’. The responsibil- 
ity for financing was left with the Intergovern- 
mental Refugee Committee and with private 
sources, but the Government was prepared to co- 
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operate fully and offered to appoint its own 
administrative officers. Most important was 
Chamberlain’s pledge to provide the necessary 
roads into the interior, a point strongly stressed 
in the report. At that time, considerable hopes 
for colonization were held for the Autumn of 
1939, although some pointed out that the British 
Guiana proposal had to be viewed against the 
White Paper on Palestine issued on May 17, 
1939, which had limited immigration into Pales- 
tine. It should not be overlooked that the British 
Government constantly restricted the basis for 
its own cooperation in the project as time passed. 
In July, 1939, the Government made it very plain 
that financial assistance for the plan had to come 
from private sources, and voluntary organizations 
in England were on the point of establishing a 
corporation for this purpose when war broke out 
in September, 1939. On September 20, Malcolm 
MacDonald, Secretary for the Colonies, stated 
that the British Guiana plans were suspended 
owing to the outbreak of hostilities. 

Thus within a year one colonization plan went 
through the stage of suggestion, investigation, 
aspiration, and elimination. What was the value 
of this episode? Principally, the publicity given 
to the scientific approach to the problem and the 
cautious conclusions of the Commission. 


Dominican Republic 


From British Guiana, we may sail north to the 
Dominican Republic, the scene of increasing refu- 
gee activity. The Dominican Republic occupies 
the eastern two-thirds of the island of Haiti (the 
historic Hispaniola), and has an area of 19,325 
square miles. Its history has been a complex one 
with several nations and races playing roles. The 
general population is a mixture of African, Indian 
and European strains, but the language and cul- 
ture is Spanish. The population numbers 
1,555,000. 

The Dominican Republic early showed an in- 
terest in receiving refugees as colonists and her 
representative was the only one to tell the first 
Evian conference that his country was ready to 
accept refugees. The President’s Advisory Com- 
mittee on Political Refugees expressed immediate 
interest and an observer was sent to the island by 
the Refugee Economic Corporation. These ten- 
tative moves were followed by a special survey 
commission consisting of soil and forestry experts 
from the United States Department of Agriculture 
who visited the scene in 1939. They were assisted 
by some Dominican scientists already on the spot. 
The personnel of this commission reflected the 
official interest of certain public officials in Wash- 
ington in the problem of refugee settlement. Most 
important was Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the 
Interior, who showed his interest in the Domini- 
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can project by making available the findings of 
the Puerto Rican Reconstruction Administration 
on rural resettlement for the guidance of a refugee 
committee already in the Dominican Republic. 
The three American members of the survey com- 
mission signed the final report, the exact nature 
of which is unknown since it has not been made 
public. Subsequent events lead one to suspect that 
it was favorable. 

In the spring of 1939, but before the commis- 
sion reported, plans were announced for settling 
100,000 persons, the largest number of refugees 
included within the scope of a single plan. Does 
the Dominican Republic need these people? The 
answer was clearly expressed by Andres Pastoriza, 
the Dominican Minister at Washington: 

We wish . . . to make it clear that the government 
of the Dominican Republic is not actuated only by 
humanitarian impulses, but by a realization that just 
as the United States has been built into a great na- 
tion through immigration of hardy and useful set- 
tlers and pioneers, so we in our country also rec- 
ognize the need and desirability of having such 
pioneer refugees settle and take part in the construc- 
tive progress of our country .. . 

But in adding these new people to her popula- 
tion, the Dominican Republic envisaged, not set- 
tlement in her urban districts, but entry into-the 
rural sections, especially the undeveloped areas, 
where soil and climate are favorable to agri- 
culture. 

In the summer of 1939, General Rafael Leoni- 
das Trujillo y Molina, the ex-president of the 
Republic, visited the United States. The general 
is a dictator in his country, a fact which has fine 
ironical nuances for Jewish refugees. Amid a 
round of official receptions there were definite in- 
dications that General Trujillo was going to push 
the colonization project. On October 25, 1939, 
he announced that the project was soon to achieve 
reality, and said: 

The problem of resettlement of refugees is not 
either racial or religious; it is much larger; it af- 
fects the peace of the world. I hope my country 
will be able to contribute at least its share towards 
the solution of these grave problems. 

To implement this hope, he announced that his 
government waived the $500 entry tax which had 
proven an effective barrier to infiltration. This 
news, coupled with President Roosevelt’s reference 
to the Dominican project in his speech welcoming 
the Washington session of the Intergovernmental 
Committee on Political Refugees a few days be- 
fore, indicated the accumulation of forces behind 
the proposal. 

The Dominican project was not working in 
vacuo. Men with experience in refugee and.colo- 
nization work had been interested for some time, 
and as the official attitude of the Republic broad- 
ened and the interest of American and other of- 
ficials deepened, James N. Rosenberg, chairman 
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of the American Jewish Joint Agricultural Cor-: 
poration (Agro-Joint), and Dr. Joseph A. Rosen 


began to plan for actual settlement. Also inter- 
ested from the very beginning was the Refugee 
Economic Corporation which had been active in 
several places in Latin America prior to this. 
In December 1939, the Dominican Republic Set- 
tlement Association, Inc., a non-profit project, 
received its charter from the State of New York 
and reiterated the hope of settling 100,000 refu- 
gees, Jewish and non-Jewish, in the Caribbean 
island. This was an important forward step but 
it did not mean precipitate dumping of refugees 
which would be disastrous. The initial steps were 
to be even. more cautious than those laid down in 
the British Guiana report. Indeed, Andres Pas- 
toriza carefully outlined the size of the first set- 
tlement in a letter to Mr. Rosenberg: 

With the aid of the President’s Advisory Commit- 
tee and in cooperation with your colleagues and 
yourself, we propose that steps shall be taken over- 
seas for the selection of a first unit of approximately 
five hundred refugee families, Jewish and non- 
Jewish. These refugee families are to be selected 
for their fitness in the pioneering work upon the soil 
which they will principally engage in, and also for 
their fitness in industry and production as well as 
in the necessary professional technical and skilled sup- 
plementation required for a balanced economy. 

The groundwork was thus laid, and in mid- 
December Dr. Rosen departed for the Dominican 
Republic to organize the first steps. It was likely 
that the early days of 1940 would see a contract 
signed between the Dominican government and 
the new association. 

This project envisions the eventual settlement 
of 100,000 persons. The economy of the little 
nation is dependent, in large part, upon the United 
States and problems of competition and tariffs 
may affect the success of the colony plans. More 
important, however, is the personal and political 
element. How can there be definite assurance that 
General Trujillo’s plans will be shared by his suc- 
cessor? Add this imponderable to the fact that 
in all Latin America there is great social ferment, 
a reflection of the pressure of the masses directed 
against the small ruling clique of Spanish descent, 
and the future of refugee settlements in those parts 
becomes difficult to chart. 


Philippine Islands 

The colonization project in the. Philippine Is- 
lands, like Topsy, ‘“‘just grew’. The country the 
refugee now comes to is one which is heading 
toward actual independence after being under the 
partial control of the United States for forty 
years. The Commonwealth comprises a group of 
more than 7,000 islands with a total area of 
114,400 square miles. 

The two principal islands are Luzon, 40,814 
square miles, and Mindanao, the scene of the 
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present plans, 36,906 square miles. The popula- 
tion of the Commonwealth in 1936 was 13,266,- 
700, of which the chief racial stock was Malayan. 
English and Spanish are used, although Tagalog, 
a Malayan dialect, is the official language. The 
Islands are rich in many resources, agricultural 
mining, hydro-electric, and possess great indus- 
trial possibilities. 

As the refugees began to arrive, the Manila 
Jewish community took intelligent action in form- 
ing a committee to survey the local possibilities 
for settlement and adjustment. The American 
High Commissioner and the Philippine Govern- 
ment evinced interest in the work, which was fur- 
ther supported by the Refugee Economic Corpora- 
tion. A plan for selective immigration was devel- 
oped and operated carefully to introduce some 
1000 refugees into the Philippines. But this 
trickle was hardly enough to relieve the pressure. 
The next step was a colonization project, and 
the Commonwealth suggested a wider survey. 

Again the President’s Advisory Committee ap- 
pointed the members of a survey commission, act- 
ing upon the advice of Dr. Isaiah Bowman, Presi- 
dent of Johns Hopkins University and a distin- 
guished geographer. The five-man Philippine 
Refugee Commission included several men al- 
ready familiar with the Islands and tropical prob- 
lems in general. During the summer of 1939 this 
Commission visited Mindanao, the largest island 
south of Luzon. Mindanao was selected because 
it was away from Luzon, where most of the big 
cities already are, and because it is comparatively 
undeveloped. Furthermore, there is a large con- 
centration of Japanese there, which may or may 
not prove a factor to be overcome in the future. 
Unfortunately, the Report of the Mindanao sur- 
vey has not been made public by the President’s 
Advisory Committee, but three of the members 
stated, upon their return, that they “were greatly 
impressed by the fertile soil, magnificent scenery, 
immense virgin forests, and the splendid climate 
of Mindanao”. The first plans rumored the set- 
tlement of 30,000 persons, but later statements 
covered only 10,000. 

Early in August, President Manuel L. Quezon 
told the Jewish refugee committee in Manila that 
Cotabato Province, Mindanao, was suitable for 
refugee settlement, exempting, however, Lanao 
Province previously mentioned. Philippine lead- 
ers, while interested in settling refugees, also 
wanted assurances that these would not come to 
the cities, but would remain on the land, a point 
also emphasized by the Dominican Republic. 
Furthermore, Quezon said, ‘“‘any refugee settlers 
would be asked to limit their efforts to cultivation 
of citrus fruits, rubber, vegetables, and other 
crops which would not compete with Filippino 
agricultural products such as hemp and coconuts.” 
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In other words, it was a_auestiorn of sustaining 
crops as opposed to money. crops. It is regret- 
table that the Commission’s report is not open to 
inspection for much light might be thrown upon 
this problem. At any rate, the Intergovernmental 
Committee heard favorable allusions to the Phil- 
ippine project at the October sessions, and Mr. 
Charles J. Liebman, president of the Refugee 
Economic Corporation, wrote in November that 
the report suggested “the colonization of 10,000 
refugees on a selected piece of land affording a 
pleasant climate suitable for western people’. 
The Refugee Economic Corporation has already 
purchased the land for the first colony, a large 
ranch, and the first settlers are already there, 
while other properties will soon be acquired. 

The political side of this project calls for some 
remark. The chief question relates to the future 
of the Philippine Islands themselves. At present 
the Islands are still included in the defense conside- 
rations of the United States. What will happen 
to them when independence is finally achieved 
within a few years? Will they be rid of Amer- 
ican imperialism to fall prey to the Japanese? In 
spite of these considerations, however, Mindanao 
seems to hold most promise of the four projects 
discussed here. 


Alaska 


The Alaska proposal reflects a long interest of 
the United States Government in developing its 
great territorial possession. Alaska comprises 
586,400 square miles, or an area equal to one-fifth 
of the size of the United States. In this vast area 
live some 60,000 persons, of whom 30,000 are 
Indians and Eskimos, engaged largely in the ex- 
ploitation of the mineral and animal resources of 
the country, but using only an infinitesimal part of 
the estimated agricultural areas. Both scientists 
and politicians have compared Alaska with Swe- 
den and Finland and find the former excelling the 
two old world nations in many ways. Indeed, Al- 
askan climate compares favorably with that of the 
two Scandinavian countries. But all admit that 
the great need of Alaska is population, not only 
for the development of the great potential re- 
sources but for possible military purposes as well, 
since Alaska occupies a strategic position in the 
Pacific Ocean. It was for the purpose of laying 
the grounds for future population that the Gov- 
ernment supported the Matanuska Valley project 
by which American farmers were transported to a 
fertile agricultural valley and established there in 
a farming community. In August, 1930, Mr. 
Harry Slattery, Under Secretary of the Interior, 
reported to his chief, Harold L. Ickes, giving the 
latest word on Matanuska: 


“The establishment of an agricultural colony in the 
Matanuska Valley was a pioneering experiment involving 
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group resettlement upon virgin lands; the creation within 
a limitéd:time, of those physical aids and social institutions 
found in a modern rural commypnity if the United States 
and demanded by the public is essential to a federally 
sponsored project. Signs of accomplishment are unmis- 
takable and the experiences of the Matanuska Colony are 
sources of information to guide future colonization .. .”” 

Since Alaska’s greatest problem seems to be un- 
derpopulation, the question naturally arises: what 
are the possibilities of developing communities in 
Alaska? In answering this question, there may 
appear some possibilities for settling refugees 
there to overcome a decline in immigration. 
There seem to be three areas holding possibilities 
for colonization, either agricultural or industrial, 
in Southeastern Alaska, the Kenai Peninsula, and 
the Matanuska and Susitna Valleys. 

The first settlements in Alaska must be even 
more rigorously restricted than those proposed 
for British Guiana and it is notable that the Slat- 
tery report speaks in terms of “the first dozen set- 
tlers picked”. This leads, of course, to another 
problem. Provided that sites and settlers are 
picked, careful plans laid, the nature of the settle- 
ment decided, how will the proposed pioneers and 
their followers get into Alaska, since Alaskan im- 
migration is part of the United States quota? 
The Slattery report says, in pointing out the de- 
cline of immigration into Alaska: 

The disastrous effect of the present immigration laws 
upon the population of Alaska was apparently never con- 
sidered when these laws were enacted. Whatever justifica- 
tion there may be for the present quota laws with respect 
to the settled areas of the United States, application of the 
same yardstick to an under-populated territory whose 


future well-being depends on new immigration and new 
capital is extremely questionable from the standpoint of 


national policy. 

This is a problem which has already been con- 
sidered by the men, both within and without the 
Government, interested in the Alaskan proposal. 
Rumors of proposed legislation making special 
provisions for entry of persons into Alaska out- 
side the quota restrictions of the United States 
were opposed by Hon. Anthony Dimond, Alaskan 
delegate to Congress, who took the position that 
the Territory was part of the United States and 
demanded that “it be given the same treatment as 
the country as a whole”. He objected to estab- 
lishing refugee settlements in Alaska and nowhere 
else and demanded to know whether a sort of 
“nenal colony barrier” was to be placed around 
the Territory in new legislation. 

So much is clear about the Alaskan proposal. 
It is an outgrowth of constant American interest 
in developing its rich territory. It has won the 
support of Secretary Ickes and other government 
officials. It has not been the subject of any organ- 
ized survey, such as went into British Guiana or 
Mindanao, but has been treated at length in a re- 
port by the Department of Interior. The climate 
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holds possibilities for organized communities 
there, which may be based upon several different 
economic resources, but the initial proposals for 
trial settlements have been extremely cautious. 
The next step is a legislative one, resting with 
Congress and Alaskan interests, which may en- 
large the possibilities of entry into the territory; 
such legislation will be submitted at the next 
Congress. 
ok *K * 

The flight from Germany is on, and observers 
estimate that 2,000 refugees are leaving that 
country monthly. But the problem now is equally 
pressing from the presence of great numbers of 
German refugees in various other countries. 
Shanghai is a tragic example. The internment 
camps in France are another. Nations at war 
have little place for receiving new immigrants into 
their national life. Mass emigration thus be- 
comes important. In the modern world, however, 
the limits of land settlement have generally been 
reached and only sub-marginal or out-of-the-way 
places are available for such settlement. While 
Mindanao, Alaska, and the Dominican Republic 
are not sub-marginal, they are definitely off the 
beaten paths of commerce, trade, and industrial 
development. The problem is much greater than 
simply settling people in a spot and telling them to 
build houses and raise gardens. Of course, the 
four projects discussed here do not exhaust those 
now being advanced and interesting news comes 
from both Australia and Mexico, especially the 
former where the Mutual Farms Proprietary, 
Ltd., is settling German refugees in New South 
Wales. But none of the projects are to be inter- 
preted in terms of a “Jewish state’, and no re- 
sponsible person or official would dare to think in 
such terms. Settlement in the Dominican Repub- 
lic means Dominican citizenship, just as settlement 
in Alaska would mean American citizenship. The 
aim is a home for refugees, Jewish and non-Jew- 
ish, not another Jewish homeland. 
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Modern Trends In Palestine Art 


® by Elias Newman 


URING A period of thirty five years Pales- 

tine art has gone through three stages in its 
development. Each ‘stage was distinct and had 
its momentary importance but it would be pre- 
mature to say that a definite Palestine school has 
already developed. The Bezalel period, which 
dates back to the beginning of the present century 
when Prof. Boris Schatz, sculptor, pioneer and 
dreamer, founded the Bezalel School of arts and 
crafts and the National Museum in Jerusalem, 
had a tremendous influence upon many artists and 
craftsmen of that period. Schatz, through his 
wanderings in many lands and cities has brought 
Palestine closer to the Jewish home and made the 
products of the Bezalel popular everywhere. It 
may be argued that the Bezalel School was never 
an academy of art in the true sense of the word, 
that it did not utilize sufficiently the material inher- 
ent in the land, that they devoted themselves too 
much to the manufacture of trinkets for the tour- 


Arab Village (pencil drawing) by Anne Ticho 


ist trade, but nevertheless, some of the object d’art 
finally found their place in the synagogue and the 
Temple and became tremendously popular with 
the masses. 

Each immigration following the world war 
brought its quota of artists into Palestine. They 
came from Russia, Poland, Roumania, Germany 
and also from America. Many of the artists were 
well known in their respective homelands; mature 
in their art and in their techniques they were 
rather puzzled by the problems that faced them in 
their new home. Art is international but it is also 
territorial. Local atmosphere makes itself strong- 
ly felt upon the artist sooner or later. Palestine, 
especially, has a stimulating influence upon the art- 
ists, particularly upon those raised from childhood 
in a Jewish atmosphere in the Diaspora who grew 
up with a definite image of Palestine of the Bible 
stored away in their minds. The newly arrived 
artists, though confused by the brilliant sun and 
the transparent blue skies that created new prob- 
lems of perspective for them, threw themselves 
passionately into the problems of conquering the 
idiosyncracies of natural phenomena. 

I cannot help but remind myself of the impres- 
sion Palestine made upon me on my first visit in 
1925. It was my first day in Jerusalem. Jaffa 
Road, the main street, with its dusty cobble-stones 
and homes without architectural lines or character 
made a peculiar impression upon me. I saw a 
group of people in procession and soon found my- 
self following a funeral up Mount of Olives, 
the traditional burial ground that attracts the 
pious Jews of the world who want to die in the 
holy city. And ironic as it may seem, as I looked 
from this mount of Death upon the glorious vista 
of walled-in Jerusalem, and the blue ribbon of the 


Metulah (water color) by Elias Newman 











Street in Tel Aviv (oil) by Elias Newman Yemenite Boy with Flowers (oil) by Rubin 











Yosef Aaronovitch (plaster) by M. Sternschuss The Towers of Jerusalem (oil) by Israel Paldi 








The Holy Family (oil) by Rubin Music (oil) by Aharon Avni 





The reproductions of these works of Palestin- 
ian art were made from photographs obtained 
through the courtesy of Mr. Elias Newman. 








Head of a Man (plaster) by Zeev Ben-Zvi 
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Olive Tree (pen and ink) by Aharon Halevi 


Dead Sea with the translucent purple hills of 
Moab in the distance, I suddenly felt the surge of 
life under my feet. There was a tremendous de- 
sire to paint, to work and create. I had a feeling 
of belonging to this atmosphere and environment, 
that I was part of it. 

This feeling was shared by many of the artists 
of that period. It was during the romantic period 
in the country, when men and women, side by side, 
were chopping stones, building roads and homes, 
planting trees, draining swamps. Most of the cul- 
tural life of the country was centered in Jerusalem. 
It was here that most of the artists made their 
homes. Many had their studios in the old city and 
from their windows they could look upon a sea of 
cupolas and minarets, listen to the sing-song chant 
of the muezzin calling for morning prayer, and 
smell the sundry odors of a typical oriental city. 


The small and young art colony struggled to get 
a footing in the land. A friendly spirit prevailed. 
New-comers were welcomed and everything was 
done to make them feel at home. The lack of 
museums, galleries and private collections hind- 
ered the artists in their normal development. 
There were no art traditions to follow, new paths 
had to be paved. There were no galleries or 
salons in which the artists could exhibit their work 
properly. The artists were forced to exhibit in 
hired halls or empty stores without proper lighting 
and under the worst exhibition conditions. Yet 
there was great art activity; artists painted fever- 
ishly, paintings found homes and even a small 
group of collectors grew up. 

The historic Tower of David was utilized dur- 
ing the Passover season, when the country was 
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crowded with tourists, for a 
large group exhibition. Or- 
ganized by the Art Associa- 
tion, it gave opportunity to 
many of the artists to see 
themselves in relation to their 
colleagues on the same large 
(but inadequately lighted) 
walls. They also found here 
a market for their work. 
Careful study of the work 
showed the presence of a num- 
ber of talented artists striving 
to express in their canvasses 
the local color and the mater- 
ial inherent in the atmosphere 
of Palestine. These were not 
slavish imitators interested in 
painting “‘pot-boilers’’, such as 
the Wailing Wall, the Mos- 
que of Omar and Rachel’s 
Tomb — subjects that found 
ready markets. The group 
exhibitions were important 
social functions that attracted a wide public. 
Arabs, Jews and Englishmen mixed freely. 
Posters and invitations were in the three official 
languages. Leading artists of the country at that 
time were Rubin, a painter who hailed from Rou- 


Eucalyptus Trees (gouache) by Cilla Neiman 
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mania, was influenced by Hodler, a flashy romantic 
Swiss painter, but tried to free himself of this in- 
fluence by throwing himself passionately into the 
task of finding himself in his new environment; 
Melnikoff, a stocky, handsome sculptor who came 
to Palestine from Chicago by way of the Jewish 
Legion; Paldi, who studied in Munich and was in- 
fluenced by German post-expressionism; and Zarit- 
ski, a clever water-colorist, who came from Russia 
but was strongly influenced by the French modern- 
ists. The conflict between the various “‘isms’’ was 
quite evident. There was a desire to throw off all 
influences and start from the very beginning. But 
this was not an easy task. Curiously the work of 
many of the artists of that period resembled the 
work of the Mexican artists. The color was crude 
and primitive as indeed life was in Palestine at 
that time. 

The French influence, however, manifested it- 
self in the work of the younger group led by Zarit- 
ski. The thirst for contact with the outer world 
become stronger and stronger. Every book on art 
that arrived from Paris was cherished. And 
through these books the younger artists first made 
their acquaintance with Cezanne, Rousseau, Van 
Gogh, Utrillo and Seginzac. Soon they were not 
satisfied with book influence and an exodus started 
for Paris, the magnet that attracts all the aspiring, 
young artists of the world. 


Returning to Palestine from Paris (where they 
hurriedly tried to breathe in the atmosphere of 
their favorite artists), they found themselves lost 
and confused. They would talk under the clear, 
cobalt-blue sky of Palestine and dream of the over- 
cast skies of Brittany and Normandy. They were 
constantly painting the green hills and the culti- 
vated fields of France as seen through the eyes of 
a master, rather than the burning sienna fields of 
Galilee and the barren grey hills of Judea. Many 
a Palestinian artist is to this day struggling to 
free himself of those casual influences that are for- 
eign both in spirit and in nature to the make-up of 
the environment in which he lives. 


With the growth of the country and the devel- 
opment of cultural institutions, museums and pri- 
vate galleries, the development of art took on a 
new impetus. The immigration from Germany 
brought with it a number of artists of fine cultural 
background who profited by the mistakes and the 
experiments that their predecessors made. Gone 
is the romantic period. There is a more realistic 
outlook on life. For a time German Post-Expres- 
sionism had the upper hand. But this too, is pass- 
ing very quickly. As soon as the artist finds him- 
self in his environment, his work goes through 
evolutions. His paintings are not recognizable. 
They lose their Diaspora, foreign appearance. At 
first the artist attacks his canvas with brilliant, 
bright, burling patches of pigment. For so it 
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seems to the artist newly arrived and fresh in the 
country. But after closer study and experimenta- 
tion he sees that there is mellow, rich color in spite 
of the burning sun that at first turned everything 
white. His work soon becomes part and parcel of 
his environment and begins to speak of the soil. 
For art cannot be vital if it lacks constant experi- 
ence and contact with the soil. The artists in Pal- 
estine awoke to this realization and during the last 
few ycars we see steady development which makes 
one hopeful for the future. 


The work exhibited at the Palestine Pavilion 
gives an idea of the makeup of the persent art col- 
ony. Though limited to a few select canvasses 
and still fewer sculptures because of the limited 
available gallery space, the reception given to the 
exhibition in the general press called attention to a 
vital young art colony. Side by side were exhibited 
paintings by the older and more experienced artists 
with their .younger, promising colleagues. The 
painting of M. Arnod-Bronstein, made itself felt. 
Bronstein has had excellent schooling in Germany 
and has exhibited with some of the finest groups. 
A teacher at the Itten School in Berlin, he con- 
tinues to teach young students at the Bezalel 
School. A fine technician he paints in a broad 
masterly way in the finest tradition. Shown here 
too, was a fine landscape by Rubin. His work had 
during the last few years gone through many 
stages of development. At the present time he is 
interested in the trees and the sky and the atmos- 
pheric influence upon his material. His paintings 
are lyrical and sensitive. Frenkel was represented 
with his Hurva Synagogue, a well conceived archi- 
tectural interior that is rich in tonality and in the 
handling of ‘“‘factura”. Schmidt, who is an artist’s 
artist, showed a canvas of Acre painted in his char- 
acteristic thick, rich pigment with delicate tonal 
nuances. Holtzman, who has become known as a 
painter of Tel Aviv, had a canvas of the Yarkon 
River that still shows traces of his Bracque influ- 
ences. Issai Kulivianski exhibited a prismatic color 
study of Horsemen on the Beach, and Avni was 
represented by a quiet, dignified portrait of a Yem- 
enite Girl, which shows the artist’s present way of 
seeing and thinking. Characteristic paintings by 
Kahn, Hoenich, Gutman, Lubin, Shorr, Obadow- 
ski, Sima, Steinhardt, Budko, Sigard, Tagger, 
Fein, Hendler, Jonas, Mokadi and others show in- 
teresting attempts to penetrate the problems of the 
local scene. Particularly interesting are the draw- 
ings of Halevi, Hendler, Krakauer, Ticho and the 
etchings and wood-cuts of Struck, Budko, Stein- 
hardt and Gutman. 


Though few in number, the sculpture was an im- 
portant feature of the exhibition. Trude Chaim’s 
sensitive head of “Efrati’ and her terracotta 


‘Mother and Child” stood out. This fine sculp- 
tress came from Germany a few years ago and 
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after early struggles is finding herself in her new 
work. Imposing and graceful is the bronze “Bat 
Zion” by Wolfgang Meier-Michael who also hails 
from Germany and for the last few years resides 
in Haifa. Exotic and simplicity itself is the “Two 
Heads” by Priver. Batia Lishansky was repre- 
sented by her best head, a portrait of the young 
dancer ““Thelia Roessler”; Ziffer, who made the 
monumental “Pioneer”’ for the entrance hall of the 
Pavilion, was represented by a finely executed stone 
carving of a “Kneeling Woman”; Ruth Jonas- 
Bardin, who hails from New York and resides on 
the Carmel, showed a powerful ‘“‘Head of a Man’”’ 
carved in Metulla marble, while Sternschuss was 
represented by a large plaster “The Bather” and a 
fine portrait of the late labor leader ‘‘Aharano- 
witz’”’. This is but a catalogue of the personalities 
that make up the more important members of the 
Palestine art colony, though more can be said 
about them. 

A tremendous factor in the development of Art 
in Palestine has been the Tel Aviv Museum. 


Advantages of Planned 


ECENTLY THE Labor agricultural market- 
ing cooperative “Tnuvah’ celebrated the 
opening of its most modern dairy plant in the en- 
tire near East in Haifa. The installations in this 
plant cost nearly a quarter million dollars. This 
celebration became transformed into a festive oc- 
casion for the entire workers’ community in Pales- 
tine. The figures that were cited in the various 
speeches concerning the growth of cooperative 
mixed farming were a source of great encourage- 
ment during these depressing days. 


These figures were particularly encouraging 
since only recently all sorts of ‘“‘specialists” de- 
clared that this type of cooperative agriculture in 
Palestine was doomed to failure. A few years 
ago, during the so-called prosperity period, when 
so many people sought quick riches from orange 
raising, the assorted specialists jeered at the “im- 
practical” workers’ cooperatives which engaged 
in mixed farming, a branch of agriculture that 
barely paid a day’s wage and brought in no profits 
on invested capital. Many will remember the 
stormy debates at Zionist congresses when the so- 
called ‘“‘middle class” Zionists demanded the ces- 
sation of “wasteful” labor colonization. These 
colonists were then frequently described in de- 
rision as “boarders”. 

The above historical facts are cited here not out 
of any desire to renew an old controversy or to 
be able to declare proudly that ‘‘we told you so,” 
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Founded eight years ago by the late Mayor Meyer 
Dizengoff, who gave up his own private home for 
this purpose, it quickly developed into the most im- 
portant Museum in the whole near East. Hous- 
ing an excellent collection of contemporary art, it 
has also set aside several rooms for the creations 
of Jewish genius throughout the ages. It has also 
devoted special space for the exhibition of paint- 
ings by local artists, thus giving the artist an oppor- 
tunity to develop and to see himself in relationship 
to his colleagues. The Museum under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Karl Schwartz and M. Kenieuk is mak- 
ing an effort to develop a love for art among the 
children of Palestine, a phase of education hereto- 
fore totally neglected in Jewish life. Thus a new 
enlightened public is being prepared for the Pales- 
tine artist of the future. For no art can grow 
overnight. It must depend upon the cooperation 
of the public, the community, municipality and the 
government. ‘The seed has been planted. It 
promises to take root. 


Economy In Palestine 
® by Abraham Dickenstein 


but merely in order to clarify the practical conclu- 
sions that should be derived from the experiences 
of recent years. The devotees of private initia- 
tive declared only a few years ago that the Jewish 
people as such need not buy land nor bother with 
organizing colonization. These things will take 
care of themselves, they said; Jews will come to 
Palestine, buy land and settle on it and develop 
industries. The “people” need only encourage, 
help and advise. 


It is not hard to imagine what the Jewish posi- 
tion in Palestine would have been during the past 
four years had the Zionist movement followed this 
sagacious advice. It may be maintained with cer- 
tainty that had such a policy been followed, the 
Jews coming to Palestine would have devoted 
themselves largely to land speculation and to some 
extent to orange growing. Only when we con- 
sider the purpose of the struggle which Palestine 
labor organized in the Histadrut conducted these 
many years for a planned economic development, 
is it possible to grasp the cause of the strength of 
organized labor. The Histadrut frequently had 
to depend on its own efforts solely in order to 
carry out the most elementary dictates of Zionism 
—the transformation of the Jewish nation into 
a people creating the products it consumes and the 
development of Palestine into a land that can pro- 
vide for the needs of its inhabitants. For this 
reason the Histadrut has fought for three decades 
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for the right of Jewish labor to be employed in 
private enterprises and for the development of 
mixed farming on nationally owned land. Difh- 
cult as that struggle has been, the results have 
fully justified it. 35 million litres of milk pro- 
duced annually in the Jewish cooperative farms 
provide for the entire demand. This is a striking 
achievement when we bear in mind that only a few 
years ago the Jewish community was dependent 
on milk from the Arab villages and from the 
German settlements which during the years of 
terrorism served as nests for brigands. Today 
one of the leaders of the German settlements in 
Palestine has been stationed by Hitler in Poland 
where he is actively engaged in the work of 
annihilation. 

For the processing of the dairy products, 
‘“Tnuvah” has established three central dair- 
ies in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa which sur- 
pass in technical facilities and organization any- 
thing of this kind previously built in the near East. 
Through scientific breeding and care these labor 
settlements have succeeded in multiplying the pro- 
duction per animal eight fold that of the native 
stock. In addition over 50 million eggs and tens 
of thousands of tons of vegetables, hay and grains 
are produced annually. These achievements in 
the field of mixed farming have been attained 
after a great expenditure of energy, determination 
and self-sacrifice. Nor would this have been 
possible were it not for the fact that these settle- 
ments were backed by a powerful organization 
such as the General Federation of Jewish Labor 
in Palestine which guided the economic develop- 
ment on a basis of systematic planning. 


With the outbreak of war, various food prod- 
ducts disappeared from private stores. This ap- 
parent shortage was not due to any real lack of 
such products as flour, sugar, etc. It was rather 
a result of hoarding on the part of wholesalers 
who refused to sell in speculative anticipation of a 
sharp rise in prices. The only stores in Palestine 
which continued to sell at the regular prices and 
in usual quantities were the stores of the con- 
sumers’ cooperative ‘‘Hamashbir Hamerkazi’’ 
which announced that they had enough reserves 
for several months. These stores to this day sup- 
ply goods to large sections of the community by 
special arrangement with the Jewish Agency. 

This cooperative retailing organization had the 
foresight to store up reserves during the fat years 
and to encourage various types of production 
which could provide the needed goods during times 
of unrest and uncertain communication with the 
outside world. As a result of the excellent organ- 
ization of the transport cooperatives there have 
been no interruptions in communication within the 
country and sufficient gasoline as well as spare 
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parts have been stored away to provide for pos- 
sible needs over a long period of time. 


The workers’ sick fund ‘‘Kupath Cholim”’ con- 
tinues to provide medical aid to 150 thousand 
people without an increase in membership dues 
despite the rise in the prices of drugs in the private 
market. The foresight of the unemployment fund 
of the Histadrut, which created a_ reserve 
of hundreds of thousands of pounds, and the 
establishment of the society ‘“Bitzur”’, whose 
function it is to carry out public works to alleviate 
unemployment, have enabled the Jewish Agency 
to continue colonization work with the national 
funds instead of having to divert them for pur- 
poses of assistance to the needy. The financial 
institutions of the Histadrut are among the most 
powerful in the country. The Workers’ Bank 
which was founded in 1920 pays a regular divi- 
dend of 4% to its shareholders and, in addition, 
has built up a reserve amounting to 60% of the 
paid up capital. Together with its twenty-five 
branches which are registered as cooperative loan 
and savings societies, the bank has succeeded in 
concentrating a sum of over 5 million dollars 
which are at the disposal of planned and construc- 
tive enterprise. 

Deficiencies in the economic organism of a 
country are seldom keenly felt in more or less 
normal times. The ordinary citizen is seldom 
aware of what goes on about him and is not very 
concerned where the goods he consumes come 
from and how they are brought to him. It is only 
when upheavals occur and communications are 
disturbed that he becomes aware of these prob- 
lems. But while this is true of the individual, the 
representatives of a people must feel compelled 
to provide for all needs while there is time. It is 
regrettable that aside from the Histadrut few 
Zionists gave these problems sufficient attention. 
Only when we understand the role of the Histad- 
rut in building a planned national economy in 
Palestine do we realize its full import. 
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What Is the League for Labor Palestine? 


tea IS, frankly, a “propaganda” article. It 
is an attempt to explain the meaning and sig- 
nificance of The League for Labor Palestine in a 
sympathetic, and we hope, convincing manner. 
Yet in a certain sense it differs from the ordinary 
type of propaganda because it is an appeal which 
is based on certain sympathies that we have to 
take for granted. This article cannot hope to ap- 
peal to individuals who feel no desire to preserve 
the historical, spiritual or national continuity of 
the Jewish people. There is no propaganda 
which we can adapt which would really convince 
Zionistically the confirmed escapist Jew who may 
maintain some sort of Jewish afhliation because of 
his biological origin out of a certain amount of 
self-respect, but who shares neither the conviction 
nor the courage required for Jewish survival. 

The chief abomination of the escapist Jew is 
Zionism. He detests Zionism because it is the 
most formidable barrier to the extinction of the 
Jew. Zionism is much more than a mere national- 
istic philosophy of Jewish life. It is something 
more than a simple statement that the Jews, hav- 
ing been once a nation and having preserved an 
historical national consciousness, must of inexor- 
able necessity return to a national existence in 
order to achieve normality. For many other 
nations which at some time in the past have known 
a national existence have been driven from their 
native land and have perished. There was appar- 
ently nothing within them that was worthwhile 
saving. To the Zionist, the restoration of Jewish 
life in Palestine is simply a material manifestation 
of the embodiment of a spirit which thousands of 
years of ordeals have not been able to quench. 
That Jewish spirit, we believe, partakes of certain 
eternal values which have not only made their con- 
tribution to human civilization in its noblest as- 
pects, but which, in an indigenous Jewish National 
home, will continue to be one of the great, creative, 
cultural contributions to world civilization. 

The religious philosophy of life which has al- 
ways been one of the outstanding expressions of 
the Hebrew consciousness, has never been a for- 
mal creed. Judaism as a religion has more aptly 
been described as a “way of life”, rather than a 
system of beliefs. The multiplicity of Jewish re- 
ligious legalism which the non-Jew has never been 
able fully to understand, were merely the expres- 
sions of the Jewish religious consciousness that the 
People of Israel becomes a Jew by the manner in 
which “he walks by the way, he sits down and 
ariseth”’. 


® by Edward L. Israel 


For this reason, the highest expression of Jew- 
ish experience has been in terms of an ethical 
social philosophy. Man, being a child of God, 
has certain inalienable rights which no ruler or 
potentate or any form of social control can ever 
morally violate. Inevitably, as human beings live 
in a complex social civilization, so-called individual 
rights conflict with those of the community. The 
essential search of Jewish social philosophy has 
been for a way of life which will harmoniously 
blend individual rights with those of the social 
group. On this basis there developed the Hebrew 
prophetic social ethics which concern themselves 
with the daily livelihood, with economic problems, 
and with all forms of social intercourse. This 
prophetic strain was carried over into the rab- 
binic social ethics of Talmudic and post- Talmudic 
technique. 

Translated into a somewhat secular context, but 
nevertheless truly religious in its motivations, this 
Jewish ethical social philosophy has become em- 
bodied in an organization known as the Histadrut 
Haovdin, the great labor federation of the reborn 
Jewish homeland in Palestine. In the midst of a 
world tearing pell mell on the road to destruction 
because of disorganized, cut-throat competition 
and selfish individualism, the founders of the His- 
tadrut strove to set up in the new Jewish home- 
land a pattern of life where individuals would 
have creative scope and opportunity, but where in- 
dividualism would never be allowed to become the 
destructive, anti-social force that it is today in 
most lands. 

The founders of the Histadrut, moreover, real- 
ize that in the reclamation of the Jewish home- 
land, the primary unit of social organization had 
to be the man who toiled. All other forms of 
economic living were excrescences. They might 
be necessary but they could never be allowed in 
Eretz Israel to become the thing that they were in 
other lands, parasites feeding on the roots of pro- 
ductive society. These founders of labor Zionism 
—for such it was—therefore elevated the worker, 
whether a worker of hand or brain, to a signifi- 
cance of individual worth which seemingly para- 
doxically became the basis of an effective coopera- 
tive economic society. 

By the rules of rugged individualism, the re- 
demption of modern Palestine would never have 
been possible. It was because the Histadrut was 
able to band young men and women together by 
an ideal of cooperative living that progress was 
made. These cooperative and collective forms of 
agricultural colonies in Palestine have made life 
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possible for hundreds of thousands of settlers, 
where under any other form of life, only a few 
thousand would have been taken care of. The 
Histadrut has sponsored producers and consumers 
cooperatives, has fought land speculation and var- 
ious other types of profiteering which, long before 
this, would have stifled the struggling homeland. 
It has provided for the toilers in Palestine an ef- 
fective health insurance system and excellent hos- 
pitalization. It has instituted and carried out co- 
operative housing projects. In the midst of an at- 
mosphere of Arab feudalism, it has fought for 
and maintained a standard of living of Jewish 
workers in field and city, which has prevented eco- 
nomic enslavement and at the same time has 
striven to liberate the Arab serf. In the face of 
British engineering opinion and general capitalistic 
judgment that the idea was preposterous, it has 
aided in bringing to successful fruition a port 
at Tel Aviv that has managed to maintain the eco- 
nomic life of the Jewish community in Palestine at 
a time when it would otherwise have been stifled 
by the closing of the Arab dominated ports. It 
has built schools, and provided opportunities for 
education for the children of humble toilers. It 
has fought for protective legislation for the under- 
privileged. 

In brief, it has striven to translate into terms of 
the practical, social and economic life of the re- 
built Jewish homeland the high social and ethical 
principles of prophetic and rabbinic Judaism. It 
has fought for an ethical way of life where the full 
creative rights of the individual are integrated into 
a socially conscious moral society. 

This has not been done without struggle or 
without opposition from contending factions. It 
has not been an easy task. Nor is the work of the 
Histadrut at present on such a solid foundation 
that it is impervious to sabotage from forces that 
resent any interference with rugged and unbounded 
acquisitiveness and greed. 

The rapidly developing Jewish homeland is 
meeting one crisis after another today. The His- 
tadrut is leading in the spirit of sacrifice’ by which 
not only unemployed are being taken care of by 
the help of their fellow workers, but refugees by 
the thousands are being adjusted to share in a life 
of safety, albeit in some privation due to present 
world conditions. 

There are those of us who are not members of 
Labor Zionism as a political faction, but who are 
so ardent in our admiration of the Histadrut 
which is absolutely non-political in its structure, 
that we maintain that had it not been for the His- 
tadrut, there is a strong possibility that in many a 
crisis, during the last twenty years, the present 
hope of realization of the dream of the revital- 
ized Jewish homeland would have long ago suc- 
cumbed. And we feel that today, in the present 
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crisis, the Histadrut is the chief stone in the arch 
which is going to maintain Jewish Palestine in the 
face of the cataclysms which have the entire world 
in their grip. 

America has become the foremost Jewish com- 
munity of the Diaspora. It is in America, there- 
fore, in-particular, that the friends of the Jewish 
homeland who appreciate the cooperative and 
idealistic spirit of the Histadrut must rally to- 
gether. This is The League for Labor Palestine. 
In reality a better name for it would be, The 
American Friends of the Histadrut. 

We band together in chapters throughout the 
various cities of our land. We are not concerned 
over our varying political interpretations within 
the Zionist movement. We are engrossed in the 
common ideal of a social and economic interpreta- 
tion which is represented by the Histadrut. 

Some of us may be members of Zionist organi- 
zations which have their own unique philosophy of 
Jewish nationalism. Others of us may not belong 
to any other Zionist group. All of us, however, 
are bound together by a desire to know what the 
Histadrut has done, what it is now doing and 
what it means to do in Palestine. Out of the in- 
spiration we receive from this knowledge, we 
enter into the efforts to help its work by raising 
funds through the Palestine Labor (Gewerkshaf- 
ten) campaign. We who are not privileged to 
participate in the great work of rehabilitation in 
Palestine share in a sort of vicarious moral parti- 
cipation by our membership in the League for 
Labor Palestine. 

There is one other thing that we in The League 
for Labor Palestine or the American Friends of 
the Histadrut perceive from our more intimate 
knowledge of the Histadrut. As Americans we 
behold our own country struggling stumblingly 
toward a solution of its economic ills. We are a 
vital and deeply concerned part of the great strug- 
gle to preserve a sound democracy in America. 
We know that it can be maintained only by achiev- 
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ing economic justice and by the elimination of the 
virulent anti-social forces which are everywhere 
poisoning the life stream of democracies. And 
we have been told by Right and Left extremists 
that no democratic and non-violent solution to our 
problems is possible. 


We do not assert in any doctrinaire manner 
that the social pattern of the Histadrut can apply 
definitively anywhere but in Palestine. We are, 
however, intensely interested in what the Histad- 
rut is doing as a democratic organization achiev- 
ing economic as well as political democracy. We 
gain from its progress new faith that under demo- 
cratic auspices and without violence, economic as 
well as political democracy can be achieved here in 
America even as the Histadrut is, by peaceful and 
freedom-loving methods, achieving such a combin- 
ation of economic and political democracy in Pal- 
estine. We feel confident that regardless of their 
specific form according to the particular land, the 
eternal prophetic principles of social and economic 
justice, which are the basis of the Histadrut, will 
also be the basis of an enduring economically and 
socially just America as well as every other nation 
of the earth. These are the principles on which 
rest religion in the highest sense, and which Chris- 
tian and Jew alike proclaim, when they are most 
true to their noblest spiritual heritage. 


Are you looking for intelligent comradeship, 
a well-planned program of activities in the 
Jewish national, Zionist, cultural and social 
fields? 
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scientific basis. 
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many cities. 
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for the aged. 
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League For Labor Palestine 











National Membership 
Campaign 

The months of February and March, 
1940, have been designated as Na- 
tional Membership Campaign months 
for the League for Labor Palestine. 
In the course of these two months we 
are determined to double the present 
membership of the League throughout 
the country. All chapters have been 
asked to appoint Membership Chair- 
men who will direct the membership 
campaign work for their respective 
chapters. The necessary literature and 
materials have already been sent out 
by the national office to all Member- 
ship Chairmen. 

The National Administration is con- 
vinced that there are thousands of 
people in the American Jewish com- 
munity, men and women who would 
find in their affiliation with the League 
a source of inspiration for their own 
personal Jewish life, and a means of 
direct participation in the great social 
undertakings carried on by the Hista- 
druth in Palestine. 

We feel these thousands of intelli- 
gent people will be eager to join the 
League if and when they are properly 
approached by enthusiastic workers 
who are already in our ranks. 

These two months of February and 
March must bring us a doubled mem- 
bership in the country, and a doubled 
membership within each local chapter, 
thousands of new recruits to whom 
Palestine and the Histadruth will be- 
come a personal concern and a work 
of joy and personal satisfaction. 


League Expansion Fund 


The National Administration Com- 
mittee, having calculated the funds 
needed in our League expansion work 


this year, has decided upon a National 
League Expansion Fund of $10,000. 
This national quota will be distributed 
among our chapters, with each chapter 
assuming a small portion of this quota. 
The chapters will, of course, raise their 
quotas through local League activities 
and not through direct campaigning. 

Upon the success of the League Ex- 
pansion Fund depends much of the 
work we are planning for the League 
this year, and every League chapter 
must consider this project as a major 
activity for the year. No effort should 
be spared to raise the assigned quotas, 
and a little above the quotas which is 
to be retained by each chapter for its 
own use. 

In order to enable the new adminis- 
tration to carry out its immediate tasks, 
chapters are urged to begin planning 
their activities for the Fund immedi- 
ately and raise the major portion of 
their quotas within the next month. 

Funds are needed now! 


Palestine Delegate Visits 
League Chapters 


Dr. May Bere, the Palestinian dele- 
gate, has visited League Chapters in 
the following communities: Hartford, 
Conn.; St. Paul, Minn.; Springfield, 
Mass.; Philadelphia, Pa.; and Ottawa, 
Canada. The schedule of Dr. Bere’s 
visits for the coming months has not 
yet been completed. We shall inform 
chapters in advance of Dr. Bere’s 
visits in their communities so that 
they may plan to meet with Dr. Bere. 


Uniform Fiscal Year 
For Dues Remittances 
With the expansion of the League 


activities and the increase in member- 
ship, the question of dues follow-up 





by the National office is becoming in- 
creasingly complicated. The National 
Actions Committee, of which Dr. Her- 
man Seidel is the Chairman, has there- 
fore decided on a policy which is to 
bring up the individual membership 
dues throughout the country to the 
month of September of each year. In 
other words, all memberships will 
henceforth be due for renewal on 
September of each year regardless of 
their renewal dates at present. For 
the present, therefore, and until Sep- 
tember, 1940, the following arrange- 
ments will have to be followed: 

1. Members whose present renewal 
dates are anywhere between the 
months of September, 1939, and 
February, 1940, inclusive, will 
pay the full membership rates 
(single member $3.00; couple, 
$4.00) and their renewal dates 
will be on September 1, 1940. 

2. Members whose renewal dates 
are anywhere between the 
months of March-June, 1940, 
inclusive, will pay the following 
rates: Single member, $2.00; 
couple, $3.00. Their next re- 
newal dates will likewise be in 
September, 1940, at which time 
they will pay the full member- 
ship rates ($3.00 and $4.00) 
for a full year, from September, 
1940, to September, 1941. 

3. New members enrolling during 
the months of the Membership 
Campaign (February - March, 
1940) will pay the following 
rates: Single member, $1.75; 
couple, $2.50, and their mem- 
bership will run until Septem- 
ber, 1940, at which time they 
are up for renewal on full rates 
for a full year. 
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4. New members enrolled aftef 
March, 1940, and before July, 
1940, will make special ar- 
rangements with their local 
secretaries. 

Members are asked to cooperate 
with the National Administration in 
this respect, and to remit their dues in 
accordance with the above regulations 
directly to the secretaries of their re- 
spective chapters. 


National Secretary 
Visits Chapters 


Dr. Joseph Diamond, the newly ap- 
pointed National Secretary, visited 
League chapters in Baltimore and 
Washington where he addressed the 
chapters on expansion possibilities for 
the League. Dr. Diamond plans an 
extensive tour of chapters in the New 
England States for the months of Jan- 
uary and February. The National Sec- 
retary also addressed a chapter in the 
Bronx at which Manya Shochat, Pal- 
estinian delegate, was the main 
speaker. 


David Ben Gurion Chapter 
League for Labor Palestine 


The David Ben Gurion Chapter 
sponsored their first open meeting and 
concert, Saturday, December 23rd, at 
the Royal Club. Isaac Hamlin, gen- 
eral secretary of the Geverkshaften 
Campaign, was guest speaker. 


TRUMPELDOR DAY 
CELEBRATION 


This year marks the twentieth anni- 
versary of the defense of Tel Hai and 
the death of Joseph Trumpeldor, one 
of the founders of the world Hecha- 
lutz organization. The American 
Hechalutz organization, which is most 
intimately bound to that historic event, 
is inviting all Zionist organizations in 
New York to a commemorative ob- 
servance of the 11th day of Adar. 


The following plans have been 
prepared: (1) A concert and dramatic 
program to be held Saturday evening, 
February 17, 1940. (2) A memorial 
volume will be published, including 
works by leading Zionists. (3) A 
souvenir journal containing greetings 
from all organizations will be pub- 
lished. Proceeds will be used to help 
further the training of chalutzim in 
America. : 

The sponsoring committee includes 
Dr. Solomon Goldman, Naomi Brodie, 
Dr. Joseph Diamond, Sarah Feder, 
Hayim Greenberg, Isaac Hamlin, 
Harry Harrison, Matthew Huttner, 
Alfred Kahn, Eleazar Lipsky, Raphael 
Pincus, Louis P. Rocker, Louis Sega), 
ieve Skidell, Rose Stoloff, David Wert- 
heim and Nell Ziff. 
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In the Poale Zion 








In the last issue of the ‘Jewish 
Frontier’’ mention was made of the 
establishment of an American Bureau, 
headed by Dr. Ariyeh Tartakower, of 
the World Poale Zion movement. Con- 
tacts have been established with many 
of the Poale Zion parties in various 
parts of the world. 


Poland 


In the last few days we succeeded 
in contacting some of our leading Pol- 
ish chaverim who are now in Lithuania. 
There are about 50,000 Polish Jews in 
Vilna, among whom are many Labor 
Zionists and most of the members of 
the Central Committee of the two 
Labor Zionist parties. In addition 
there are 600 chalutzim. The eco- 
nomic position of our members is most 
severe. They are looking forward to 
assistance from abroad and particularly 
to immigration certificates to Palestine. 

Some of the leading members of 
our Party, who remained in Warsaw, 
are taking an active part in organiz- 
ing relief activity, and have established 
several public kitchens to feed the 
needy. 

In the Russian occupied part of Pol- 
and the Hechalutz movement still 
exists. The Russian government still 
regards the Hechalutz Kibbutzim as 
labor cooperatives. The Palestine 
youth delegates there are attempting, 
by various means, to organize the 
aliya. 

The hardest hit institution was the 
Jewish school system, particularly 
those that were conducted in the .He- 
brew language. In most of these 
schools, the language of instruction 
has now become Russian. 


Roumania 


The Poale Zion in Roumania have 
been most active in organizing relief 
work for Polish Jewry. In spite of 
the political difficulties the Party is 
endeavoring to increase its ranks. It 
issues two publications, ‘““The Tribuna 
Nostra” in Roumanian, and ‘“Contem- 
porary Events” in Yiddish. 


Hungary 

During the past few months the 
Party conducted a membership cam- 
paign which proved very successful. 
The Hechalutz movement received 
new impetus as a result of the union 
of the three separate youth organiza- 
tions—‘‘Dror,” ‘‘Hechalutz Hatzair,” 
and “Young Macabees.”” Our chav- 
erim play a most prominent role in the 
Jewish community of Budapest which 
has now undertaken a great relief ac- 
tivity for Polish Jews. 
South America 

At a special session of the World 
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Executive of the Poale Zion in Tel 
Aviv, plans were worked out for the 
intensification of the Poale Zion move- 
ment in Argentine, Brazil, Chile and 
Uruguay. Dr. A. S. Yuris and J. 


Hellman were delegated to these coun- MODERATE RATES 


tries. Intellectual Atmosphere, Excel- 
The Poale Zion in Argentina have lent Cuisine Entertainments 


taken the initiative in organizing a 
country-wide conference for a large 
relief activity for Polish Jews. Plans 
are under way for the establishment of 
an Argentine Jewish Congress. 
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Pioneer Women 








Organizational Activities 


Since the 7th Convention held in 
New York City in October, the clubs 
throughout the United States and 
Canada have organized their season’s 
work and are carrying out the deci- 
sions of the Convention which include 
the raising of the quota of $100,000 
for the campaign of the Moatzath 
Hapoaloth (Working Women’s Coun- 
cil), the raising of $25,000 for the 
Jewish National Fund, the quota of 
$7,500 for the Emergency Political 
Relief Fund. 


Dr. May Bere’s Tour 


November—Dr. May Bere, delegate 
of the Moatzath Hapoaloth to the 
Pioneer Women’s Organization spent 
the month of November in New York 
City. She was the guest speaker at 
mass meetings in various parts of 
New York, the guest of individual 
clubs and conducted a number of 
seminars on: “The ‘Why’ and ‘What’ 
of Our Seminars,’ “Histadrut—A 
Survey of Its Activities and Institu- 
tions,” “Youth In  Palestine—Its 
Problems and Training, Educational 
Trends in Palestine,” “The Working 
Women’s Movement in Palestine—Its 
Functions, Activities and Institutions,” 
“Women in Palestine at Work and at 
Play.” 

December—During the last week 
Chavera May Bere visited, HART- 
FORD, BALTIMORE and PHILA- 
DELPHIA. Several affairs were held 
in Hartford. Club 1 arranged a very 
fine meeting which a large number 
of people attended. At this time 
Chavera May Bere spoke about the 
problems confronting the Yishuv and 
the role of the Moatzath Hapoaloth 
in Eretz Yisroel. A tea was given 
by the Kadima Club. BALTIMORE 
arranged a very intensive program for 
Dr. May Bere which included a mass 
meeting of all the clubs the first eve- 
ning, a banquet arranged by the Yid- 
dish speaking clubs, a tea by the 
English speaking club, and an “‘Oneg- 
Shabbath” arranged by the Business 
and Professional club of the “Hadas- 
sah.” In PHILADELPHIA she was 
the guest of all the clubs at an ““Oneg- 
Shabbath” which took place in the 
Logan neighborhood. December 11th 
she was guest of the College of Jewish 
Studies, December 12th, tea and re- 
ception given by the Chicago clubs. 
December 13th—Minneapolis and St. 
Paul, closing her stay with a concert 
in St. Paul. December 20th—Boston 
Concert, December 21st-24th—Boston, 
Chelsea Everett, December 27th— 
Springfield. 


January—In January she will visit 
the following cities: Stamford, Jan- 
uary 10th; Montreal, January 11th- 
14th (including Ottawa) ; Cleveland, 
luncheon, January 16th; Detroit, Jan- 
uary 17th-23rd; Akron, January 24th; 
Cleveland, January 25th-26th-27th; 
Toronto, January 28th-February 1st. 


Cultural Material 
Sent to the Clubs 

The following material has been 
sent to the clubs recently: Bezalel 
Sherman: Communist Activities in 
Palestine (English) ; Solomon Golub: 
Our Folk Song (Yiddish); Willi 
Schlamm: The Balance Sheet of Stal- 
inism (English) ; Our Chanukah Bul- 
letin (English and Yiddish) ; Yehu- 
dith Simchonit: The Workingwomen’s 
Movement in Palestine (Yiddish lec- 
ture); Women at Work (English 
illustrated leaflet); Chamisho-Osor 
B’Shvat Bulletin (English and Yid- 
dish) ). 


New Film Presented 
Through the Clubs 

The new film, “Women at Work 
in Palestine,” had its premiere at the 
National Convention in New York 
City. This film of four reels depicts 
the life of women at work in Palestine 
and vividly portrays the women in 
agricultural training centers, preparing 
for city industry, shows children at 
work and play, in kindergartens, clubs, 
summer play camps, etc. The film 
which is the most ambitious presenta- 
tion ever produced by the Moatzath 
Hapoaloth is of an hour’s duration 
and has been enthusiastically acclaimed 
by audiences in New York, as well as 
in other cities where it is now on tour. 


Eretz Israel and European 
Guests at the Meetings of the 
National Executive 

At recent meetings of the National 
Executive the following guests from 
Palestine and Europe were present: the 
chaverim, Israel Mereminsky and 
Elihu Golomb, Dr. May Bere, Dr. 
Landauer, Mania Shochat, Professor 
Lazarson, Dr. Sonia Kaminetsky; the 
chaverim of the Youth delegation: 
Israeli, Wurm, Remez and Levi, as 
well as Dr. Tartakower. At the 
meetings, various problems of the 
Yishuv in Palestine at the present 
moment and the situation of the 
world today were discussed. 


Reception for 
Dr. Sonia Kaminetsky 

Dr. Sonia Kaminetsky, one of the 
founders of the Pioneer Women’s Or- 
ganization who settled in Palestine 
mine years ago, is on a visit to the 
United States. She was the guest of 
honor at a reception given by the 
Pioneer Women’s Organization Wed- 
nesday evening, December 27th. 
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and INTERNATIONAL REVUE 
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Mania Shochat, 
Guest Speaker 

Mania Shochat, veteran leader of 
Eretz Israel and among the first wo- 
men pioneers, is on a visit in the 
United States. She has been the guest 
speaker during December of the New 
York clubs, including the Midtown, 
Drorah, Gordonia, Cooperative and 


Down-Town Club. 
Organizers 

Organizers of the Pioneer Women’s 
Organization began their work in 
November. They include chaveras: 
Esther Kramer, who has visited Up- 
state New York and will spend some 
time in the South; Eva Checkoway, 
whose activities are centered in the 
New England region and Pennsyl- 
vania; Estehr Aberson and Feigel 
Berkenblitt—in New York. 


New Clubs Organized 
Since November 

The following new clubs have been 
organized since our Convention in 
October: 2 clubs in New York—in 
Pelham Parkway, and an English- 
speaking club in East Flatbush; in 
Chicago — Hanita Yiddish-speaking 
Club; in addition, 5 junior clubs have 
been formed: Miami Beach, Florida; 
Montreal—Achduth Club; Chelsea, 
Newark, Revere, Mass., Corpus 
Christi, Texas; Detroit—English- 
speaking club; Edmonton—English- 
speaking club; Toronto—Yiddish- 
speaking club. 


Transmission to 
Palestine 

Thanks to the excellent response 
of the clubs, larger transmissions total- 
ing close to $20,000 have been sent 
within the past ten weeks to the 
Moatzath Hapoaloth in Palestine to 
meet the rapidly increasing responsi- 
bilities for training and adjustment of 
young girl immigrants as well as of 
young women refugees, who have 
come from Poland and Germany in 
recent months. 


Hedera Children’s Home 

For the special project of the 
Hedera Children’s Home, located in 
the colony of Hedera, which will 
house close to a hundred children, the 
Pioneer Women’s Organization, as a 
result of its two summers activities, 
sent over $10,000. The building has 
been completed and the housewarming 
was scheduled for December Sth. 


Speakers in New York 
and Vicinity 

The following chaveras have visited 
clubs recently: Chavera Nina Zucker- 
man, Sarah Feder, Dvorah Rothbard, 
Sonia Kaminetsky, Eliza Greenblatt, 
Esther Aberson, Eva Berg, Feigel Ber- 
kenblitt, Rebecca Block, Chaia Ehren- 


reich, Esther Klein, Zelda Modoi, An- 
nette Shapiro, Alta Sher, Anna Shloss- 
berg, Rachel Siegel and Rivka Wohl. 


Sarah Feder’s 


Tour in January 


Sarah Feder will visit the following 
cities during the month of January: 
Omaha, Neb.; Kansas City, Mo.; Iowa 
City, Sioux City, Des Moines, Ia., 
and Rock Island, Ill. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Dear Sir: 

With a view toward establishing 
a creative Hebrew student body, a 
central committee of students from the 
Jewish Theological Seminary (con- 
sisting of representatives from all de- 
partments—lIsrael Friedlander Classes, 
Teachers Institute, Seminary College 
and Rabbinical Seminary) has organ- 
ized four main cultural groups—dra- 
matic, choral, dance and arts and 
crafts, in which a majority of enrolled 
students are participating. 

The “bikurim” of their first few 
months of hard work, under compe- 
tent supervision, will be a Palestinian 
review on January 6 and 7. A play 
“Hanita” by Moshe Davis will serve 
as the “‘piece de resistance” of the 
evening’s offerings. 

“We hope that this experiment will 
not be ephemeral, but that its cour- 
ageous steps will be reverberated 
throughout all Jewish cultural institu- 
tions. When Young American Jews, 
conscious of the unifying force which 
the Hebrew language embodies, seeks 
to use this “‘alt-nen’’ tongue as a me- 
dium for creative expression, we can 
only applaud their efforts and salute 
their wise decision.” 

JuLius FUNK. 
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MR. FREEDEL'S TOUR 


Our field representative, Oscar 
J. Freedel, will visit during this 
month the communities in Kansas, 
Oklahoma and Texas in the inter- 


ests of our publication. 


Friends of the JEWISH FRONTIER 
are requested to help Mr. Freedel 


in his important work. 
































The Annual Meeting 
and Concert 


of the Hebrew Educator’s Commit- 
tee for Labor Palestine will take 
place Sunday night, January 21st, 
at the Hotel Pennsylvania. The 
meeting will be addressed by Israel 
Mereminski, secretary of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Histadrut; 
Dr. Aryeh Tartakower, secretary of 
the World Union Poale Zion-Zeire 
Zion; Dr. Nisan Touroff, and 
Rabbi Joshua L. Goldberg. Mr. 
Mordecai Halevi will preside. 


The musical portion of the eve- 
ning will be supplied by the artists: 
Margeritte Kozenn, operatic singer, 
and Prof. J. Chajes, composer, 
pianist. All Hebrew speaking 
friends of Labor Palestine are wel- 
come. Admission 25c. 














A limited number of back copies 
of the "Jewish Frontier" are avail- 
able. Subscribers wishing to com- 
plete their sets _ obtain the miss- 
ing numbers by ordering at once. 











A movement to link the Americas 
has been launched by Frank Seiden, 
Manager of the Floridian Hotel, 
Miami Beach, Florida. 

Pan-American Good Will Day 
was recently observed at Mr. Sei- 
den’s renowned establishment with 
consuls from various South Amer- 
ican countries in attendance. 

Plans were instituted to stage an- 
nual meetings in different countries. 
Representatives at the Floridian 
Good Will Day hailed from Brazil, 
Chile, Mexico, El Salvador, Peru, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, 
Dominican Republic, Guatemala, 
Haiti, Nicaragua, Honduras, Pan- 
ama, and Venezuela. 

“There is a definite trend from 
South American countries,” declar- 
ed Mr. Seiden. “It appears our 
southern neighbors are liking us 
more and more. Eventually, Miami 
Beach will resemble Chicago in that 








it will link two great sections of 
people.” 
THE 
MODERN SCHOOL 
OF 


LAKEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 


A resident progressive school for boys and 
girls from kindergarten to eighth grade. 
Children accepted during semester. 


Write for information to ; 
JAS. H. DICK, 115 Carey Street 
Lakewood, N. J. Phone: Lakewood 1007 
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Fourth Annual 
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of the Trade Union Division 


for the 


Jewish Workers and Pioneers in Palestine 


x : i " 
Saturday Cc vening, January a 


at 8 o'clock 


al Carnegie Aall 


57th Street and 7th Avenue, New York City 












Included in the Program 


JAN PEERCE, Tenor 
ISIDOR ACHRON, Pianist 
EMMA LAZAROFF SHAVER, 

Lyric Soprano | 
LEA KARINA, Soprano | 
FREDERICH SCHORR, Baritone | 
BORIS SCHWARZ, Violinist 
FARBAND CHORUS, Palestinian Songs 

LEO LOW, Conductor 


Tickets: $3.00, $2.00, $1.50 and $1.00 


Available at National Labor Committee for 
Palestine, 275 Seventh Avenue, New York City, 
WAtkins 9-5288 and at Box Office at Carnegie 
Hall. 
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